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November 3- All-Saints Sunday
This service will remember the saints from our congregation who have passed away during the
past year as we light a candle in their memory. Everyone is invited to come forward and light a
votive in memory of a loved one.
November 13 Community Dinner
November’s Community Dinner will take place on November 13. The menu is a turkey dinner
with all the trimmings. This is a wonderful opportunity to meet people as friends and neighbors
gather to share in a meal and conversation. It’s also a wonderful opportunity to volunteer to
help the kitchen with donations of food and/or your time! Please see sign up sheets.
November 17 - Confirmation Sunday
On Sunday, November 18 we will honor and recognize the affirmation of faith of our 9th
Graders at the 9am Worship Service.
November 23 - Feed My Starving Children
The mobile pack for Feed My Starving Children will take place on Saturday, November 23 at
Cannon Falls High School. This is an excellent time to be thankful for all the abundance that we
have and to help those who are less fortunate than we are. Have you signed up yet?
November 27 - Thanksgiving Service
On Wednesday, November 27, there will be a Thanksgiving service at the Church at 7pm with
a Food Drive of non-perishable items for area food shelves.
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In the opening verses of the book of Ruth, Elimelech, his wife Naomi and their two sons are forced into
exile because of famine. They leave their home in Bethlehem to go to the country of Moab in search of
food and security.
As a result of studying that text I've been thinking quite a lot about exile. Even though none of us have
been forced to leave our homes and go to a foreign country in search of food, many of us have
experienced exile in other ways. We experience exile when we or someone we love is hospitalized.
Suddenly we find ourselves spending most of our time in a foreign place; a place that is not home. I can
most assuredly tell you that all anyone wants in that situation is to "go home."
The prophet Isaiah spoke to the people of Israel as the kingdom was overrun and they were sent into
exile. In Isaiah 43:1-5 the prophet says some beautiful and reassuring words to the Babylonian exiles:
“But now thus says the LORD, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: Do not
fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine. 2 When you pass through the
waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through
fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you. 3 For I am the LORD your God, the
Holy One of Israel, your Savior. I give Egypt as your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. 4
Because you are precious in my sight, and honored, and I love you, I give people in return for you, nations in exchange for your life. 5 Do not fear, for I am with you;”
The prophet's point was that God was with them even as they lived in exile. This was something that
the ancient Israelites weren't so sure of at the time. And when we are sent into exile with a serious diagnosis or hospitalization we can also fear that God is not with us either. But in our baptisms we were
claimed by God and can safely rest in the knowledge that God called us by name. Nothing can separate
us from God's love. (See Romans 8:38-39.)
The prophet Jeremiah also spoke to the Israelite people in exile and this is what he said:
Jeremiah 29:4, 7 Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I have sent
into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: Seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and
pray to the LORD on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare.
What a stunning turn! "Seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you...and pray to the Lord on its behalf." There's something profound about praying for the place of exile. At a minimum it pivots one's
thoughts away from one's predicament and turns them outward. Is it possible that it is God's intent for you
to be salt and light in this new place where you find yourself?
Our congregation has several people who find themselves in the type of exile I am describing. For
those who are in exile, remember to pray for the good of the place where you find yourself. For those who
are not in exile, let us commit to praying for the exiles, in part because that's what a community of faithful
people does and in part because we all know that it is possible that our turn for exile will come. If or when
that happens we know that we will crave the support of our community.
Pastor Maureen
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VASA EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Treasurer’s Report
September 2019
For the Month of September:
Checkbook Balance, September 1, 2019
General Fund Contributions:
Total Funds Available
Budget Approved Monthly Expenses:
Checkbook Balance, September 30, 2019

$ 36,640.63
7,142.55
45,783.18
16,001.24
$ 29,781.94

Mission Investment Fund, August 31, 2019
$96,475.88
Mission Investment Fund, September 30, 2019 $33,751.67

2 - Rachel Bosshart
Brenner Pagel
Mike Strecker
5 - Jonah Lindblom
6 - Malena Mandelkow
Miranda Mandelkow
8 - Donna Anderson
Gavin Code
Steve Hyllengren
9 - Cassidy Parrott
11 - Justin Lind
12 - Miley Clemens
13 - Avery Code
Connie Gillis
15 - Dan Evanson
16 - Duane Martenson
17 - Andrew Featherstone
19 - Janelle Ahern
21 - Charlie Peterson
22 - Barbara Flueger
25 - Randall Akerson
26 - Whitney Frisch
Alivia Schaffer
27 - Cynthia Gleason
Laurie Poole
Kodee Lindahl
28 - Suzanne Ness
30 - Scott Finne
Christopher Poole

Community Dinners
The
and the
for the November Community Dinner will
be on the table in back of church on Sundays
& at the Vasa Center during the week.
Everyone is welcome at the Community
Dinner, there is no charge! This is a great
event bringing communities together.
If you’re interested in helping, please reach
out to Sue Hedeen or Jeannette Anderson.
There are many things to do including
donations of menu items, serving & clean up,
and delivery of meals to our shut-ins.

Monthly Menu
September 11th
October 9th
November 13th

Chicken
Roast Beef
Turkey

*(please bring a T-shirt/shirt for a veteran)

December 11th
January 8th
February 12th

Swedish Meatballs
Escalloped Potatoes
& Ham

Beef Stew

*(please bring a non-perishable item for the food shelf)

March 11th
April 8th

Meatloaf
Chicken Alfredo

*(we are accepting monetary donations to ELCA Global
Barnyard)

May 13th

Pulled Pork &
Hot Dogs

Wednesday evenings at the Vasa Center
5:15pm Faith Formation for
Children
6:15pm Worship + Everyday
Bible Conversation

There will be NO Faith Formation or
Wednesday Evening Worship on
Wednesday, November 27, but
there will beworship at the
Church at 7pm with a Food
Shelf Drive of non-perishable

items.

This summer has been very busy at the museum. We have had a lot of
visitors on Sunday afternoons. We have also had several groups come
to see our museum. One of the groups was an antique club from St.
Anthony, MN. of which our former pastor Michael Dobbins and his
wife Peggy are members. We also hosted another group from Sweden
who were brought here by tour leader, Ewa Rydaker, who has brought many groups from Sweden to
visit our museum. We also hosted a group of ladies from the Welch Church.
We also have been able to complete a lot of projects at the museum this year. The trim that
needed to be painted after the siding was finished has been done. We also put a rock border around
the Vasa house. It looks real good and will keep the weeds away from the building and make it
easier for the lawn mower. With the help of Mark Hagen, we were able to replace one of the storm
windows that had been out for several years.
The biggest improvement came in July when we were able to have our new Furnace/Heat Pump
installed. This was a long awaited, highly anticipated accomplishment for our board.
We have received a few new accessions including a working loom that will be set up in the
basement of the museum for the next season. The loom was donated by Jerry & Marcia Lindstrom.
It belonged to Jerry's grandmother, Mrs Alfred Swanson.
We were also able to update our accession books with the help of Kathy Tilderquist. She offered
to transfer all of our accessions from the written records that we had from way back in the beginnings
of the museum up to date. This was quite a task and are very grateful to Katly for all of her hard
work.
We finished up our season on Saturday, Oct. 26th with our annual Swedish Pancake Breakfast. It
was a beautiful fall day and we had a very good turnout. We were pleased to see so many peole
enjoying the pancakes and fellowship. We want to say a great big Thank You to everyone who
helped us the season in any way. We appreciate the support of the congregaton and community. We
are looking forward to next year.

The 2019 Swedish Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser
for the Vasa Museum was a huge success!
Thanks to all who helped make it happen. We
served 120 hungry souls, and raised $1,749.00
which will go toward roof repairs on the
museum, and other maintenance projects!

Sunday, November 3
at the 9am Worship
Service, all Saints will
be honored and
especially those we
lost in the past year:
Bonnie McRae
Sterling Sorenson

Thanksgiving Eve Worship
7pm
Christmas Eve Worship
2pm and 5pm

Rehearsals begin for the Children’s Christmas program in November. Practices are
being held on Sunday mornings during
Sunday school, and on Wednesday nights
during Faith Formation.
On December 1 & 8, all children in the program will
rehearse together at the Lutheran Center from 9-10.
The children’s Christmas program will be on Sunday,
December 15 at 10:30 in the Lutheran Center with a
meal to follow.

Sign up is posted in the back
of the church! FMSC offers
volunteers a one-of-a-kind
experience. You’ll hand-pack
rice, soy, dried vegetables and a
nutritionally complete blend of
vitamins and minerals into bags
which are then sealed, boxed,
placed on pallets and shipped to
our incredible partners working
hard to reach the neediest
children around the world.
Through volunteering at FMSC,
you’ll get the chance to impact
hundreds of kids in just two
hours per packing shift. You’ll
experience what it’s like to
make a tangible difference
today. Please follow this
student-to-adult ratio when
registering to volunteer: For
safety reasons, children under
the age of 5 are not allowed in
our packing area (sorry, no
exceptions).
Grades K-2: 1 student to 1 adult
Grades 3-6: 3 students to 1 adult
Grades 7-9: 4 students to 1 adult
Grades 10-12: 5 students to 1 adult.

On October 13, 2019 the following
3rd graders received their Bibles.
(From L to R)
Marissa Mandelkow (pictured
with her parents Briand and
Andrea)
Aliyah Chaska (pictured with her
grandma, Martha Hanson)
Gabe Bauch (pictured with his
grandpa, Mike Bauch)
Kennedy McCann (pictured with
her parents, Cory and Missy
McCann)
Congratulations on achieving this
miilestone!

Endowment Awards…
The Vasa Endowment not only supports our congregation through quarterly dividends, it also provides us with the
opportunity to give beyond our walls. At the October meeting the Endowment Team voted to disburse money to the
following organizations:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Crossroads Lutheran Campus Ministry – Mankato
Lutheran Campus Ministry – Winona
National Child Safety Council (which provides material for the Goodhue
County sheriff to use in child safety & drug education materials)
Feed My Starving Children
Lutheran Disaster Relief
Community Churches Interaction Council (CCIC) Good Samaritan Fund
Red Wing Food Shelf
Cannon Falls Food Shelf
Red Wing American Legion Post (Children's Christmas Fund)

$250.00
$250.00
$250.00
$500.00
$500.00
$500.00
$500.00
$500.00
$500.00

$3,750.00

Starting Thursday November 7, Lunch & Learn sessions will address common questions that come
up as we face end of life issues. Each session will
be at noon, and a light lunch will be served. November 7 will feature attorney Jason Hoffman,
who will speak on “Legal Needs of the Elderly. “
On November 14 Brenda Stephens will address
Hospice Care, and finally, on November 20 (which
is a Wednesday), Sue Klicka will present on
Funeral Planning.

Dear Members of Vasa Congregation,
Thank you for the gift card to Stag Head
Restaurant in Red Wing. Over the last three
years it has turned into one of my favorites. I
look forward to our next opportunity to eat
there–some special occasion. In case you can’t
tell, I absolutely love being your pastor!
To our future! Pastor Maureen

Members of Vasa Congregation were
honored this year by being named
the University of Minnesota's
Goodhue County
Farm Family of the Year. Congratulations
to Ross and Terri Fredin and their children Jordan, Max & Larissa, and Greg
and Courtney Hovel and their children Cashton & Caleb. Everyone at Vasa
recognizes how much work goes into a farm and we applaud you for
your family's commitment to providing the food we eat.

Mission
Endowment
Fund
EDUCATION AWARD
APPLICATION
2019/2020

Our 9th Grade Confirmation
Students will affirm their baptism
on Sunday, November 17th at the
9am Worship Service:
Lucas Anderson
BraedonGillis
Carson Lind
Treyton Lind

15235 Norelius Road, Welch, Minnesota 55089
email: vasalutheran@sleepyeyetel.net
website: www.vasalutheran.org

The 4th annual Winter Bazaar will be on
Saturday, December 7 from 9a - 3p at the
Vasa Lutheran Center. There will be vendors
and crafters present. If you know a vendor
who might like to attend, please have them
contact either Faye Drewianka or Kathy
Tilderquist (See registration form on Page 12
for their contact info).
We will also be having a bake sale and
would appreciate any donations of cookies,
bars, cupcakes, breads, pies, or other bakesale type goods. Donations can be brought
to the Lutheran Center on Friday, December 6
between 9a and Noon.
Lunch will also be served at the Bazaar.
Money raised from the Bazaar will benefit
projects around the church.

Vendor Application on page 12

The Mission Endowment
Committee is now taking
applications for Education
Awards. More information
can be found on the website
or at the office. Deadline to
apply is November 30th. An
application is included on
page 11 of this Newsletter.

Early Christmas shopping opportunity!

Vasa Evangelical Lutheran Church
Mission Endowment Fund Education Award Application
Applicant’s Name
(first, middle, last – no nicknames)

Applicant’s Address
Phone#
(likely home address – permanent)

Father/Guardian Name

Phone#

Address
Mother/Guardian Name

Phone#

Address

School Name
School Address

Phone#

Program (Occupational Objective)
Length of Program in years to completion

Years/Months

Degree Sought
recognition in terms such as: certificate, diploma, license, etc.)
Starting Date (month and year)

If not a degree, describe completion

Completion Date

Describe any special needs, circumstances, responsibilities, handicaps you have that will add to the cost and/or time needed
to complete your program (reach your goal):

Use the space below to write a description of your school plans and occupational goals following completion of your
schooling. Include the major(s) and minor(s) that will be a part of the program. Incorporate any work experience(s) that may
be a part of your school program. Reveal how you see yourself advancing and progressing in your occupational field and in
the community as a whole.

(over)

Leave this section blank.
Length of program__________ Completed__________
Starting Date______________ Completion__________

VASA LUTHERAN CHURCH
15235 NORELIUS ROAD (In Vasa)
WELCH, MN 55089

Historic Vasa Lutheran Church Built in 1869
Vasa Drawing by B-J Norman

Worship Schedule
9:00 am Sundays
Christian Education
9:00-10:00 am Sunday School
At the church
September thru May
Faith Formation Night
5:15pm-6:45pm Wednesdays, September-May
Vasa Lutheran Center
6:30pm Wednesdays June-August
Vasa Lutheran Center
Confirmation
10:30am Sundays
7:15pm Wednesdays
Vasa Lutheran Center
Pastor Maureen Hagen
pastormaureen@sleepyeyetel.net
(Cell) 507-251-5270
Church Office 651-258-4327
Office Email: vasalutheran@sleepyeyetel.net
Website: www.vasalutheran.org
Church Staff
Kathy Tilderquist, Treasurer
Emily Peterson, Office Administrator
Melissa McCann, Custodian
Austin Ferguson, Worship Accompanist
Gail Strusz-Klein, Wedding Coordinator
Paul & Jay Mikaelsen, Missionaries in LaPaz, Bolivia
pmikaelsen@gmail.com
website: www.caranavi.net/rtc.htm

Vasa Mission Statement
We the Vasa congregation, called by
God, commit to:
Worshipping together,
Growing in faith,
Serving others, and
Welcoming and loving all!

