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CONFESSION AND WORDS OF FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who forgives all our sin, 

whose mercy endures forever. Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt 

and blots out all offenses. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 

For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you: 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word: 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 

For failing to recognize your coming reign, 

and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 

For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, 

and for disdaining the living water Christ offers: Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 

For disregarding voices from the margin, 

and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in the world: 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 

For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, 

and for disregarding Christ’s call to come forth to life: 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 

God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. 

Through faith, the free gift of God, 

you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ. 

In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 

The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead 

dwells in you, pours God’s love into your hearts, 

and gives you life and peace. 

Amen. 



GATHERING HYMN:                WHAT WONDROUS LOVE IS THIS       ELW 666 

 

GREETING: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

KYRIE 

PRAYER OF THE DAY: Holy God, In this season of contemplation, help us to 

recognize that you revealed yourself in Jesus, who walked among us and 

was handed over to be crucified. May we be strengthened by his presence 

among us today. Amen.  
 

GOSPEL READING: John 19:1-16a  

Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged.  2 And the soldiers wove a crown 

of thorns and put it on his head, and they dressed him in a purple robe.  3 They kept 

coming up to him, saying, "Hail, King of the Jews!" and striking him on the face.  4 

Pilate went out again and said to them, "Look, I am bringing him out to you to let 

you know that I find no case against him."  5 So Jesus came out, wearing the crown 

of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, "Here is the man!"  6 When the 

chief priests and the police saw him, they shouted, "Crucify him! Crucify him!" Pilate 

said to them, "Take him yourselves and crucify him; I find no case against him."  7 

The Jews answered him, "We have a law, and according to that law he ought to die 

because he has claimed to be the Son of God." 

8 Now when Pilate heard this, he was more afraid than ever.  9 He entered 

his headquarters again and asked Jesus, "Where are you from?" But Jesus gave him 



no answer.  10 Pilate therefore said to him, "Do you refuse to speak to me? Do you 

not know that I have power to release you, and power to crucify you?"  11 Jesus 

answered him, "You would have no power over me unless it had been given you from 

above; therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin."  12 

From then on Pilate tried to release him, but the Jews cried out, "If you release this 

man, you are no friend of the emperor. Everyone who claims to be a king sets 

himself against the emperor."  13 When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus 

outside and sat on the judge's bench at a place called The Stone Pavement, or in 

Hebrew Gabbatha.  14 Now it was the day of Preparation for the Passover; and it 

was about noon. He said to the Jews, "Here is your King!"  15 They cried out, "Away 

with him! Away with him! Crucify him!" Pilate asked them, "Shall I crucify your 

King?" The chief priests answered, "We have no king but the emperor."  16 Then he 

handed him over to them to be crucified.  
 

L: Word of God, word of life, 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

HYMN    GO TO DARK GETHSEMANE      ELW 347 

We will sing verses 1-3. 
 

SERMON  
 

HYMN      ALAS! AND DID MY SAVIOR BLEED      ELW 337 

 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting. Amen 



 

 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CONGREGATION 

Each petition will end with the words: Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

L: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

L: Let us share God’s peace with one another. 
 

GENEROSITY MOMENT  
 

HOLY COMMUNION 

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 

Your mercy is everlasting 

and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
 

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 

Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 

Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 

to the land of milk and honey. 

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 

Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

With this bread and cup 

we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life 

as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
 



O God of resurrection and new life: 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 

and on these gifts of bread and wine. 

Bless this feast. 

Grace our table with your presence. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 

Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 

Breathe new life into us. 

Send us forth, 

burning with justice, peace, and love. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

With your holy ones of all times and places, 

with the earth and all its creatures, 

with sun and moon and stars, 

we praise you, O God, 

blessed and holy Trinity, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Give us the courage to follow in the footsteps of Christ,  

who taught us to pray, saying... 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 

We will receive communion by intinction. All are welcome at the Lord's table. You 

don't need to be a member of Vasa, nor do you need to be a Lutheran to receive the 

body and blood of Christ today. Gluten free portions and non-alcoholic wine are 

available for those who have dietary restrictions. Children are welcome to come 

forward and will receive a blessing. 
 

 



Worship Assistants Today 

March 22 

Usher: Marvin Fredrickson 

Lector: Barry Skog 

Hospitality: Lora Gruber 

Communion Asst.: Barry Skog 

 

Worship Assistants Next Week 

March 29 

Usher: Volunteer Needed 

Lector: Volunteer Needed 

Hospitality: Volunteer Needed 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

BLESSING AND PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P: The body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ be with you now and 

forever. Amen. 
 

God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, 

reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey. Through the body 

and blood of your Son, may we become Christ’s body in the world, bearing 

witness to your love for all creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. Amen.  

 

SENDING HYMN   NOW THE GREEN BLADE RISES          ELW 379 

          We will sing verses 1, 2, and 4. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BLESSING 

P: May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you: 

C: Wherever he may send you; 

P: May he guide you through the wilderness: 

C: Protect you through the storm; 

P: May he bring you home rejoicing: 

C: At the wonders he has shown you; 

P: May he bring you home rejoicing:  

C: Once again into our doors. Amen. 
 

DISMISSAL 

P: Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Wendy Anderson, Jay 

Mikaelsen, Scott 

Sorenson, Lorrie 

Samuelson, Lynda 

Rosener Sack, Terri 

Fredin, Terri Mandelkow, 

Connor Michalicek 

(Rosann Pearson’s 

grandson), Eileen 

Anderson, Jake Jacobson 

Parish Pulse:                                     

March 13                                  

Participating in Worship: 0 

+ 78 Live Streams                        

Total Offerings:                

March 13th                                   

$2,000.0 

Easter Play  

March 29 (Palm Sunday) 

If you still have Thrivent Choice 

Dollars that you haven’t 

designated the deadline is March 

31st to make the designations.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MUSIC FOR MARCH 22, 2026 

 
WHAT WONDROUS LOVE IS THIS 

Arr. © 1955 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress 

 
GO TO DARK GETHSEMANE 

Text: James Montgomery, 1771–1854 
Music: Richard Redhead, 1820–1901 

 
ALAS! AND DID MY SAVIOR BLEED 

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, alt. 
Music: Hugh Wilson, 1764–1824 

 

NOW THE GREEN BLADE RISES  
Text from Oxford Book of Carols, © Oxford University Press 1928. All rights 

reserved. 
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