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ANNOUNCING THE DAY a quote from Isaac of Syria a 7th century monk and 

bishop: "Do not fall into despair because of your stumblings, for you should not 

consider them incurable. There is indeed a healer: he who on the cross asked for 

mercy on those who were crucifying him, who pardoned murderers as he hung on 

the cross. Christ came on behalf of sinners, to heal the brokenhearted and to bind up 

their wounds." 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the God of manna, 

the God of miracles, 

the God of mercy. 

Amen. 
 

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, 

let us confess our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

God, our provider, 

help us. 

It is hard to believe there is enough to share. 

We question your ways when they differ from the ways 

of the world in which we live. 

We turn to our own understanding 

rather than trusting in you. 

We take offense at your teachings and your ways. 

Turn us again to you. 

Where else can we turn? 

Share with us the words of eternal life 

and feed us for life in the world. Amen. 
 

Beloved people of God: 

in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished. 

By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. 

Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy: 

you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 

Amen. 
 



GATHERING HYMN   O BEAUTIFUL FOR SPACIOUS SKIES  ELW 888 
 

1 O beautiful for spacious skies, 

 for amber waves of grain, 

 for purple mountain majesties 

 above the fruited plain: 

 America! America! 

 God shed his grace on thee, 

 and crown thy good with brotherhood 

 from sea to shining sea. 
 

2 O beautiful for heroes proved 

 in liberating strife, 

 who more than self their country loved, 

 and mercy more than life: 

 America! America! 

 May God thy gold refine, 

 till all success be nobleness, 

 and ev'ry gain divine. 
 

3 O beautiful for patriot dream 

 that sees beyond the years 

 thine alabaster cities gleam, 

 undimmed by human tears: 

 America! America! 

 God mend thine ev'ry flaw, 

 confirm thy soul in self-control, 

 thy liberty in law. 
Text: Katherine L. Bates, 1859-1929 

GREETING  

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.  

C: and also with you.  
 

HYMN OF PRAISE  BEFORE YOU, LORD, WE BOW  ELW 893 

1 Before you, Lord, we bow, 

 our God who reigns above 

 and rules the world below 

 with boundless pow'r and love. 

 Our thanks we bring  

 in joy and praise,  

 our hearts we raise, 

 to you we sing! 
  



 

2 May ev'ry mountain height, 

 each vale and forest green, 

 shine forth in wisdom's light, 

 and its rich fruits be seen! 

 May ev'ry tongue  

 be tuned to praise 

 and join to raise  

 a grateful song. 
 

3 Earth, hear your maker's voice; 

 your great redeemer own; 

 believe, obey, rejoice, 

 and worship God alone. 

 Cast down your pride,  

 your sin deplore, 

 and bow before  

 the Crucified. 
 

4 And when in pow'r he comes, 

 oh, then may ev'ry land 

 from all its rending tombs 

 send forth a glorious band, 

 a countless throng,  

 with joy to sing 

 to heav'n's high king  

 salvation's song! 
 

Text: Francis Scott Key, 1779-1843, alt. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY: God of compassion, your Son Jesus Christ, the great 

physician, made the broken whole and healed the sick. touch our wounds, 

relieve our hurts, and restore to us wholeness of life, through the same 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS: 

Mark 2:1-12  When he returned to Capernaum after some days, it was reported that 

he was at home.  2 So many gathered around that there was no longer room for 

them, not even in front of the door; and he was speaking the word to them.  3 Then 

some people came, bringing to him a paralyzed man, carried by four of them.  4 

And when they could not bring him to Jesus because of the crowd, they removed the 

roof above him; and after having dug through it, they let down the mat on which the 

paralytic lay.  5 When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, "Son, your sins 

are forgiven."  6 Now some of the scribes were sitting there, questioning in their 

hearts,  7 "Why does this fellow speak in this way? It is blasphemy! Who can forgive 

sins but God alone?"  8 At once Jesus perceived in his spirit that they were 

discussing these questions among themselves; and he said to them, "Why do you 



raise such questions in your hearts?  9 Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, 'Your 

sins are forgiven,' or to say, 'Stand up and take your mat and walk'?  10 But so that 

you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins"-- he said 

to the paralytic--  11 "I say to you, stand up, take your mat and go to your home."  

12 And he stood up, and immediately took the mat and went out before all of them; 

so that they were all amazed and glorified God, saying, "We have never seen 

anything like this!" 
 

L: Word of God, word of life,  C: Thanks be to God. 
 

HYMN:  FOR THE BEAUTY OF THE EARTH  ELW 879 

(Verses 1-3) 

1 For the beauty of the earth, 

 for the beauty of the skies, 

 for the love which from our birth 

 over and around us lies: 
 

Refrain 

 Christ, our God, to thee we raise 

 this our sacrifice of praise. 
 

2 For the wonder of each hour 

 of the day and of the night, 

 hill and vale and tree and flow'r, 

 sun and moon and stars of light:  Refrain 
 

3 For the joy of ear and eye, 

 for the heart and mind's delight, 

 for the mystic harmony 

 linking sense to sound and sight:  Refrain 
 

SERMON  
 

HYMN   FOR THE BEAUTY OF THE EARTH  ELW 879 

4 For the joy of human love, 

 brother, sister, parent, child, 

 friends on earth and friends above; 

 for all gentle thoughts and mild:  Refrain 
 

 
  

5 For each perfect gift of thine, 

 peace on earth and joy in heav'n; 

 for thyself, best gift divine, 

 to our world so freely giv'n: Refrain  
Text: Folliott S. Pierpoint, 1835-1917, alt. 

 

 



CONFESSION OF FAITH using the words of the Apostles' Creed  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CONGREGATON: Each petition will end with the words: Lord, in 

your mercy. Please respond with: hear our prayer. 
 

GENEROSITY MOMENT 
 

CONSECRATION OF COMMUNION ELEMENTS: After the consecration of the 

communion elements you will be invited to open your pre-packaged portions and 

share in Holy Communion  
 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

who preached good news to the poor, 

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 

we await his coming in glory. 
 



Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 

the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

BLESSING AND PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P: The body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ be with you now and 

forever. Amen. 
 

PRAYER Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we 

could ever ask. As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to 

love the world with your own life. In your name we pray. Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN:  LET ALL THINGS NOW LIVING     ELW 881   

1 Let all things now living 

 a song of thanksgiving 

 to God the creator triumphantly raise, 

 who fashioned and made us, 

 protected and stayed us, 

 who still guides us on to the end of our days. 

 God's banners are o'er us, 

 God's light goes before us, 

 a pillar of fire shining forth in the night, 

 till shadows have vanished 

 and darkness is banished, 

 as forward we travel from light into light. 
  

The second verse is on the next page. 

  



2 God rules all the forces: 

 the stars in their courses 

 and sun in its orbit obediently shine; 

 the hills and the mountains, 

 the rivers and fountains, 

 the deeps of the ocean proclaim God divine. 

 We too should be voicing 

 our love and rejoicing; 

 with glad adoration a song let us raise 

 till all things now living 

 unite in thanksgiving: 

 "To God in the highest, hosanna and praise!" 
Text: Katherine K. Davis, 1892-1980, alt. 

Text © 1939, 1966 E.C. Schirmer Music Company 
 

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright 
administrator. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

BLESSING 

The blessing of God, 

who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, 

☩ be upon you now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

DISMISSAL 

L: Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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