Vasa Lutheran Church
The Rich Maw and Lagarus

Pastor Maureen Hagen Accompanist: Anne Anderson

Sunday, March 14, 2021

ANNOUNCING THE DAY

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
the keeper of the covenant,

the source of steadfast love,

our rock and our redeemer.

Amen.

God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the
one who is full of compassion.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Fountain of living water,

pour out your mercy over us.

Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free.

Rebuild what we have ruined

and mend what we have torn.

Wash us in your cleansing flood.

Make us alive in the Spirit

to follow in the way of Jesus,

as healers and restorers of the world you so love.
Amen.

Beloved, God’s word never fails.

The promise rests on grace:

by the saving love of Jesus Christ,

the wisdom and power of God,

your sins are ++ forgiven, and God remembers them no more.
Journey in the way of Jesus.

Amen.

GATHERING HYMN GATHER US IN ELW 532

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. Amen.
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In peace, letus pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend wus, gra-cious Lord

men.



PRAYER OF THE DAY: Divine Word, You sent Moses to speak law to the
people and bring order to chaos. You sent prophets to speak repentance and
bring hope to the hopeless. You sent your son, Jesus, to become your living
Word. Open our ears to hear your word, and our hearts to reflect the light of
your truth to others, for the sake of the Incarnate Word, Jesus Christ. Amen.

SCRIPTURE READINGS:

Psalm 41:1-3

L: Happy are those who consider the poor;

C: the LORD delivers them in the day of trouble.
L: The LORD protects them and keeps them alive;

C: they are called happy in the land.

L: You do not give them up to the will of their enemies.
C: The LORD sustains them on their sickbed;

in their iliness you heal all their infirmities.

Luke 16: 19-31

19 "There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who feasted
sumptuously every day. 20 And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered
with sores, 21 who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich man's
table; even the dogs would come and lick his sores. 22 The poor man died and was
carried away by the angels to be with Abraham. The rich man also died and was
buried. 23 In Hades, where he was being tormented, he looked up and saw
Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. 24 He called out, 'Father Abraham,
have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my
tongue; for I am in agony in these flames." 25 But Abraham said, 'Child, remember
that during your lifetime you received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner
evil things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in agony. 26 Besides all this,
between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who might want to
pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to us." 27 He
said, 'Then, father, I beg you to send him to my father's house-- 28 for I have five
brothers-- that he may warn them, so that they will not also come into this place of
torment." 29 Abraham replied, 'They have Moses and the prophets; they should
listen to them.' 30 He said, 'No, father Abraham; but if someone goes to them from
the dead, they will repent." 31 He said to him, 'If they do not listen to Moses and
the prophets, neither will they be convinced even if someone rises from the dead."

L: Word of God, word of life,
C: Thanks be to God.

HYMN LORD, WHOSE LOVE IN HUMBLE SERVICE ELW 712
MEDITATION
HYMN ON EAGLE'S WINGS ELW 787



CONFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CONGREGATON: Each petition will end with the words: Lord, in
your mercy. Please respond with: hear our prayer.

GENEROSITY MOMENT

CONSECRATION OF COMMUNION ELEMENTS: After the words of institution you
will be invited to partake in the body and blood of Christ. We believe that God is
present with us in our homes as we share in this sacred meal.

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.
You are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory.

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal life.

We give you thanks for his coming into the world
to fulfill for us your holy will
and to accomplish all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.

Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

We pray for the gift of your Spirit:

in our gathering; within this meal;

among your people; throughout the world.

Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus,
by your Spirit, in your church, without end. Amen.

THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

MUSICAL INTERLUDE

BLESSING AND PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P: The body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ be with you now and
forever. Amen.

PRAYER God of steadfast love, at this table you gather your people into one
body for the sake of the world. Send us in the power of your Spirit, that our
lives bear witness to the love that has made us new in Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

SENDING HYMN: IN THE CROSS OF CHRIST I GLORY ELW 324

BLESSING

You are what God made you to be:

created in Christ Jesus for good works,
chosen as holy and beloved,

freed to serve your neighbor.

God bless you + that you may be a blessing,
in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity.
Amen.



Dismissal
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.

Paul Mikaelson, Gloria Skog, Bob Crouse, Pauline Carlson, Einar

Q' v N Scott Sorenson, Linda Thompson, Max Tilderquist, Eileen Anderson,
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Vogs Norman, Merle Pearson.

Parish Pulse:
February 28
Participating in Worship: All — In Spirit
(33 in-person + 19 for Lenten Worship 2/24)
Total Offerings: $2,475.00
March 7
Participating in Worship: All—In Spirit
(35 in-person +26 for Lenten Worship 3/3)
$6,890.00

Our Lenten theme is Suffering and Redemption: the Women of
Genesis. Each week as a part of worship we will read a difficult story
from the book of Genesis. On Wednesday, March 17 we will hear the
story of Dinah: Loved and Used from Genesis 34.

The museum's Soup Luncheon was highly successful.
Donations totaled $2359.00! Thank you to everyone
who helped support their effort.




Don’t forget to donate your Thrivent Choice Dollars! It's
super easy—just call 1-800-847-4836, say 'Thrivent
Choice’ and they will help you from there! OR, you can
also call your Thrivent Representative or you may also go
online to Thrivent Choice Dollars. The deadline to make
donation arrangements is March 31.

Save the Dates: April 14 (Toter-Tot Hot Dish) & May 12
(Pulled Pork Sandwiches)!! Reservation Deadlines are April 7
and May 5 at 1:00 (you know the dhilll) Also—many thanks to
our volunteers who made our March 10 Community Dinner so
successful. We prepared and served about 325 meals, give or
take a few.

Just for Kix just added another night of dance
classes—on Tuesdays. So now they are in the LC
Mon-Wed evenings from 5:00-7:00!

Mark your calendar for the Vasa Rummage Sale to
be held on April 22-23. Items (including clothing)
may be dropped off at the Lutheran Center beginning
Sunday, April 18.

Order forms for Easter Lilies are located at the back
of the church and in the Lutheran Center. Leave
orders in the basket (like the Community Dinner
reservations!)Emily has to have to the order turned
in to the florist by Monday, March 22.




(Photo: Courtesy of Mark Hagen)



