
Vasa Lutheran Church 
Three Scenes From Jesus’ Life 

Pastor Maureen Hagen     Accompanist – Anne Anderson 

Sunday, February 4, 2024 

ANNOUNCING THE DAY: Psalm 122 

L: I was glad when they said to me,  

C: "Let us go to the house of the LORD!"   

L: Our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem.  

C: Jerusalem-- built as a city that is bound firmly together.  

L: To it the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD, as was decreed for Israel,  

C: to give thanks to the name of the LORD.   

L: For there the thrones for judgment were set up,  

C: the thrones of the house of David.  

L: Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: "May they prosper who love you.   

C: Peace be within your walls, and security within your towers."  

L: For the sake of my relatives and friends I will say, "Peace be within you."   

C: For the sake of the house of the LORD our God, I will seek your good.  
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

creator of darkness and light, 

word of truth, 

wind sweeping over the waters. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

God, our rock and refuge, 

we pour out our hearts before you. 

We have known you but have not always loved you. 

We have wounded one another 

and sinned against you. 

We have not always recognized the Holy Spirit 

dwelling in each of us. 

Remember your covenant. Renew your creation. 

Restore us, that we might proclaim your good news to all.  Amen. 
 

The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. 

God has spoken: 

The time of grace is now. In Jesus, the reign of God has come near. 

By the authority of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 

You are God’s beloved.  Amen. 



HYMN    ALL ARE WELCOME    ELW 641 
 

GREETING: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
 

KYRIE 

  



HYMN OF PRAISE 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY: Holy Jesus, you sent many into the world to proclaim 

your kingdom on earth. Send us, equip us, and walk with us so that 

everyone can learn of your abundant love. Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE READING Mark 6:1-29 He left that place and came to his hometown, 

and his disciples followed him.  2 On the sabbath he began to teach in the 

synagogue, and many who heard him were astounded. They said, "Where did this 

man get all this? What is this wisdom that has been given to him? What deeds of 

power are being done by his hands!  3 Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and 

brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon, and are not his sisters here with 

us?" And they took offense at him.  4 Then Jesus said to them, "Prophets are not 

without honor, except in their hometown, and among their own kin, and in their own 

house."  5 And he could do no deed of power there, except that he laid his hands on 

a few sick people and cured them.  6 And he was amazed at their unbelief.  

Then he went about among the villages teaching.  7 He called the twelve and 

began to send them out two by two, and gave them authority over the unclean 

spirits.  8 He ordered them to take nothing for their journey except a staff; no bread, 

no bag, no money in their belts;  9 but to wear sandals and not to put on two tunics.  

10 He said to them, "Wherever you enter a house, stay there until you leave the 

place.  11 If any place will not welcome you and they refuse to hear you, as you 

leave, shake off the dust that is on your feet as a testimony against them."  12 So 

they went out and proclaimed that all should repent.  13 They cast out many 

demons, and anointed with oil many who were sick and cured them.   

14 King Herod heard of it, for Jesus' name had become known. Some were 

saying, "John the baptizer has been raised from the dead; and for this reason these 

powers are at work in him."  15 But others said, "It is Elijah." And others said, "It is 

a prophet, like one of the prophets of old."  16 But when Herod heard of it, he said, 

"John, whom I beheaded, has been raised."   

17 For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and put 

him in prison on account of Herodias, his brother Philip's wife, because Herod had 

married her.  18 For John had been telling Herod, "It is not lawful for you to have 

your brother's wife."  19 And Herodias had a grudge against him, and wanted to kill 

him. But she could not,  20 for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous 

and holy man, and he protected him. When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed; 

and yet he liked to listen to him.  21 But an opportunity came when Herod on his 

birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers and officers and for the leaders of Galilee.  

22 When his daughter Herodias came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his 

guests; and the king said to the girl, "Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will give 

it."  23 And he solemnly swore to her, "Whatever you ask me, I will give you, even 

half of my kingdom."  24 She went out and said to her mother, "What should I ask 

for?" She replied, "The head of John the baptizer."  25 Immediately she rushed back 

to the king and requested, "I want you to give me at once the head of John the 

Baptist on a platter."  26 The king was deeply grieved; yet out of regard for his oaths 

and for the guests, he did not want to refuse her.  27 Immediately the king sent a 



soldier of the guard with orders to bring John's head. He went and beheaded him in 

the prison,  28 brought his head on a platter, and gave it to the girl. Then the girl 

gave it to her mother.  29 When his disciples heard about it, they came and took his 

body, and laid it in a tomb. 

 

L: Word of God, word of life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
 

HYMN    TAKE MY LIFE, THAT I MAY BE        ELW 685 
 

SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY   GOD OF GRACE AND GOD OF GLORY       ELW 705 
 

CONFESSION OF FAITH using the words of the APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CONGREGATION Each petition will end with the words, “Lord, in 

your mercy,” Please respond with “hear our prayer.” 
 

GENEROSITY MOMENT 
 

HOLY COMMUNION: We will receive communion by kneeling at the railing. All are 

welcome at the Lord's table. You don't need to be a member of Vasa, nor do you 

need to be a Lutheran to receive the body and blood of Christ today. Gluten free 

portions and non-alcoholic wine are available for those who have dietary restrictions. 

Children are welcome to come forward and will receive a blessing. 
 

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 



You are most holy, 

and great is the majesty of your glory. 
  

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 

so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 

but have eternal life. 
  

We give you thanks for his coming into the world 

to fulfill for us your holy will 

and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, 

his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, 

and the promise of his coming again, 

we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, 

not as we ought but as we are able; 

we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving 

and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, 

and these your own gifts of bread and wine, 

so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ 

may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, 

and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, 

may be formed to live as your holy people 

and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 
  

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 

Amen, amen, amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER: 



Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER: Giver of every gift, Christ’s body is our food, and 

we are Christ’s body. Raise us to life by your power for the benefit of all and 

to your glory, now and forever. Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN  THE LORD NOW SENDS US FORTH       ELW 538 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

BLESSING and DISMISSAL 

L: God who names you, 

Christ who claims you, 

and the Holy Spirit who dwells in you, 

☩ bless you and remain with you always. 

C: Amen. 
 

L: Go in peace. You are God’s beloved. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Paul Mikaelsen, Jay Mikaelsen, Scott 
Sorenson, Max Tilderquist, Anne 
Rathman, Wendy Anderson, Geri 
Lindholm, Kevin Eckblad, Dale 
Anderson and Gerry McRae 

Parish Pulse: 

Jan. 24 & 28 

Participating in Worship: 54 

+16  live-streams 

Total Offerings: 

$3,475.00 

Worship Assistants Today: 

 

Usher: Rick Samuelson 

Reader: Roger Guttromson 

Comm. Asst: Roger Guttromson 

Hospitality: Audrey Rosener 

 

Worship Assistants Next Week 

(February 11) 

 

Usher: Randy Klein  

Reader: Jessica Anderson 

Hospitality: Lora Gruber 

 

 

 

Comm.  Asst:  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Women of all Ages and Stages Bible Study meets at 9:30 

Wednesday Morning, February 7 at the Lutheran Center. All 

are welcome!  

 

 

 

 

 

….Is on Wednesday, 

February 14, at 5:30PM. 
A brief, child-friendly, 

Ash Wednesday service (with imposition of Ashes) will 
conclude the evening. 

MUSIC FOR FEB. 4, 2024 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME 
Text and music © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., 

Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights 
reserved. Used by permission. 

TAKE MY LIFE, THAT I MAY BE 
Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879, alt. 

Music: William H. Havergal, 1793-1870 

GOD OF GRACE, AND GOD OF GLORY 
Text: Harry E. Fosdick, 1878-1969 
Music: John Hughes, 1873-1932 

THE LORD NOW SENDS US FORTH 
Translation: Augsburg Fortress 
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