
 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCING THE DAY 

L: In the first year of the presidency of George Washington in 1789, a Day of 

National Thanksgiving was set aside for the last Thursday of November. Since that 

time, Americans have celebrated this day in remembrance of all the blessings which 

God has poured down upon this nation and her citizens. 
  

In the presidential proclamation for Thanksgiving Day in 1863, President Abraham 

Lincoln had this to say: 
  

"It is the duty of nations as well as of citizens to owe their dependence upon the 

overruling power of God; to confess their sins and transgressions in humble sorrow, 

yet with assured hope that genuine repentance will lead to mercy and pardon; and to 

recognize the sublime truth, announced in the Holy Scriptures and proven by all 

history, that those nations are blessed whose God is the Lord.... 
 

"We have been the recipients of the choicest bounties of heaven; we have been 

preserved these many years in peace and prosperity; we have grown in numbers, 

wealth and power as no other nation has ever grown. But we have forgotten God. 

We have forgotten the gracious hand which preserved us in peace and multiplied and 

enriched and strengthened us, and we have vainly imagined, in the deceitfulness of 

our hearts, that all these blessings were produced by some superior wisdom and 

virtue of our own. Intoxicated with unbroken success we have become too self-

sufficient to feel the necessity of redeeming and preserving grace, too proud to pray 

to the God that made us. 
  

"It has seemed to me fit and proper that God should be solemnly, reverently, and 

gratefully acknowledged, as with one heart and one voice, by the whole American 

people. I do therefore invite my fellow citizens in every part of the United States, 

and also those who are at sea and those who are sojourning in foreign lands, to set 

apart and observe the last Thursday of November as a day of Thanksgiving and 

praise to our beneficent Father who dwelleth in the heavens." 
 

Call to Worship: 

L. Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

C. God's steadfast love endures forever. 
  

L. Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his name. 

C. Make known God's deeds among the peoples! 
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L. God blesses us with gifts of love: 

C. With food and clothing, home and family. 
  

L. God blesses us with daily work: 

C. And all we need from day to day. 
  

L. God protects us in time of danger: 

C. And guards us from every evil. 
  

L. God calls us into relationship with him: 

C. And forms us into one holy people,  

the Church of Jesus Christ in this place. 
  

L. Therefore shall we offer thanks and praise to the Lord our God. 

C. O Lord our God, we will give thanks to you forever. 
 

Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMN:  WE GATHER TOGETHER 

1. We gather together to ask the Lord’s blessing; 

He chastens and hastens His will to make known; 

The wicked oppressing now cease from distressing; 

Sing praises to His Name; He forgets not His own. 
 

2. Beside us to guide us, our God with us joining, 

Ordaining, maintaining His kingdom divine; 

So from the beginning the fight we were winning; 

Thou, Lord, were at our side, all glory be Thine! 
 

3. We all do extol Thee, Thou Leader triumphant, 

And pray that Thou still our Defender will be; 

Let Thy congregation escape tribulation; 

Thy Name be ever praised! O Lord, make us free! 
Tune: Kremser 

 

GREETING  

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.  

C: and also with you.  
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY: Almighty God our Father, your generous goodness comes 

to us new every day. By the work of your Spirit lead us to acknowledge your 

goodness, give thanks for your benefits, and serve you in willing obedience, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  
 

  



SCRIPTURE READINGS: Deuteronomy 8:7-18  For the LORD your God is 

bringing you into a good land, a land with flowing streams, with springs and 

underground waters welling up in valleys and hills,  8 a land of wheat and barley, of 

vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive trees and honey,  9 a land 

where you may eat bread without scarcity, where you will lack nothing, a land whose 

stones are iron and from whose hills you may mine copper.  10 You shall eat your fill 

and bless the LORD your God for the good land that he has given you.  11 Take care 

that you do not forget the LORD your God, by failing to keep his commandments, his 

ordinances, and his statutes, which I am commanding you today.  12 When you have 

eaten your fill and have built fine houses and live in them,  13 and when your herds 

and flocks have multiplied, and your silver and gold is multiplied, and all that you 

have is multiplied,  14 then do not exalt yourself, forgetting the LORD your God, who 

brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery,  15 who led you 

through the great and terrible wilderness, an arid wasteland with poisonous snakes 

and scorpions. He made water flow for you from flint rock, 16 and fed you in the 

wilderness with manna that your ancestors did not know, to humble you and to test 

you, and in the end to do you good.  17 Do not say to yourself, "My power and the 

might of my own hand have gotten me this wealth."  18 But remember the LORD 

your God, for it is he who gives you power to get wealth, so that he may confirm his 

covenant that he swore to your ancestors, as he is doing today.  
 

WILD GEESE a poem by Wendell Berry 

Horseback on Sunday morning, 

harvest over, we taste persimmon 

and wild grape, sharp sweet 

of summer's end. In time's maze 

over fall fields, we name names 

that rest on graves. We open 

a persimmon seed to find the tree 

that stands in promise, 

pale, in the seed's marrow. 

 

Geese appear high over us, 

pass, and the sky closes. Abandon, 

as in love or sleep, holds 

them to their way, clear 

in the ancient faith: what we need 

is here. And we pray, not 

for new earth or heaven, but to be 

quiet in heart, and in eye, 

clear. What we need is here. 

 

The poem "Wild Geese", From Selected Poems of Wendell Berry. 

 



HYMN:   PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING       ELW 689  

 

A PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

We return thanks to our mother, the earth, which sustains us. 

We return thanks to the rivers and streams, which supply us with water. 

We return thanks to all herbs, which furnish medicines for the cure of our diseases. 

We return thanks to the moon and stars,  

which have given to us their light when the sun was gone. 

We return thanks to the sun, that has looked upon the earth with a beneficent eye. 

Lastly, we return thanks to the Great Spirit, in Whom is embodied all goodness,  

and Who directs all things for the good of Her children. Amen 

An Iroquois prayer 
 

SCRIPTURE: Luke 17:11-19 On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the 

region between Samaria and Galilee.  12 As he entered a village, ten lepers 

approached him. Keeping their distance,  13 they called out, saying, "Jesus, Master, 

have mercy on us!"  14 When he saw them, he said to them, "Go and show 

yourselves to the priests." And as they went, they were made clean.  15 Then one of 

them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice.  

16 He prostrated himself at Jesus' feet and thanked him. And he was a Samaritan.  

17 Then Jesus asked, "Were not ten made clean? But the other nine, where are 

they?  18 Was none of them found to return and give praise to God except this 

foreigner?"  19 Then he said to him, "Get up and go on your way; your faith has 

made you well." 
 

MEDITATION 

 

HYMN:  COME, YE THANKFUL PEOPLE, COME  ELW 693 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CONGREGATION: Each petition will end with the words: Lord, in 

your mercy. Please respond with: hear our prayer. Our congregational prayers will 

end with the following prayer by Ralph Waldo Emerson. 
 

A THANKSGIVING PRAYER  

For each new morning with its light, 

For rest and shelter of the night, 

For health and food, 

For love and friends, 

For everything Thy goodness sends. 
 

For flowers that bloom about our feet; 

For tender grass, so fresh, so sweet; 

For song of bird, and hum of bee; 

For all things fair we hear or see, 

Father in heaven, we thank Thee! 
by Ralph Waldo Emerson 

 



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be God, the one who forms us, 

☩ Jesus who bears the cross, 

the Spirit who makes our joy complete. 

Amen. 
 

Let us bow before God in humility, 

confessing our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Steadfast and faithful God, 

you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow you. 

We are overwhelmed by the world’s violence and suffering. 

We are afraid to risk what we have for the sake of others. 

For the harm we have caused, 

known and unknown, forgive us. 

For the unjust demands we place on others 

and your creation, forgive us. 

For the ways we turn away 

from you and our neighbor, forgive us. 

Lead us back to you and set us on the right path; 

in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 
 

Beloved in Christ, 

God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding. 

God’s compassion is beyond compare. 

In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us. 

In ☩ Christ, you are already and always forgiven. 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: 

Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign. 

You have filled all creation with light and life; 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 

We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age: 

the promise to Israel, 

the rescue from Egypt, 

the gift of the promised land, 

the words of the prophets; 

and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son, 

who proclaimed the good news in word and deed 

and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life. 
 



In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
 

Join our prayers with those of your servants 

of every time and every place, 

and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest 

until he comes as victorious Lord of all. 

Through him, with him, in him, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 

We will receive communion by intinction. All are welcome at the Lord's table. You 

don't need to be a member of Vasa, nor do you need to be a Lutheran to receive the 

body and blood of Christ today. Gluten free portions and non-alcoholic wine are 

available for those who have dietary restrictions. Children are welcome to come 

forward and will receive a blessing. 



 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER: Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted 

on your Word, Christ Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts. Strengthened 

by this food, send us to gather the world to your banquet, where none are 

left out and all are satisfied. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.  
 

SENDING HYMN  NOW THANK WE ALL OUR GOD  ELW 840 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

BLESSING 

L: The God of glory, 

☩ Jesus Christ, name above all names, 

and the Spirit who lives in you, 

bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 

L: Go in peace. God is at work in you. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

           

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Eileen Anderson, Irene 

Carpenter, Paul Mikaelsen, Jay 

Mikaelsen, Scott Sorenson, 

Max Tilderquist, Anne 

Rathman, Wendy Anderson. 

The Offering plates are 

located at the back of the 

sanctuary, and by the East 

Door. They are there to 

receive your offering as you 

enter for worship.  

 

Worship Assistants Today: 

 

Usher: Rick Samuelson  

Reader: Sasha Diercks 

Comm.  Asst: Katie Featherstone 

Hospitality: Sue Ness 
 

Worship Assistants Next Week 

(November 26 2023) 

 

Usher: Bruce Tilderquist 

Reader:  Kathy Tilderquist 

Hospitality: Sue Hedeen 

 

 

 

Comm.  Asst:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CALLING ALL 

FLUFFERS! 

 

Following the Flag 

Ceremony, we need 5 or 

6 willing souls to set up 

and “fluff” the Christmas 

Tree! Thanks for your 

help! 

 

 
Today is the last day to accept 

donations to the Food Shelf, and 

it is not too late to make a 

monetary donation, which will 

be matched dollar for dollar by a 

generous, anonymous donor! 

Thanks for your support! 



 

 

 

 

 
 

We, the Vasa Congregation, 

Called by God, commit to: 

Worshipping together, 

Growing in Faith, 

Serving others, and 

Welcoming and loving all! 

 


