Vasa Lutheran Church
God’'s Wovd Made Fleshv

Pastor Maureen Hagen  Accompanist — Nick Kees

Sunday, December 14, 2025

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
In the darkest times we cannot see to make our way...
our eyes adjust, but still everything is shadowed and grey.

We reach out, desperate
for comfort
for balance
for the familiar
for hope

In the darkest times,

even a faltering light can be just enough:

the flame flickers, twinkles, dances—and it is dazzling!
For in its light, we see light: God in our midst.

~Candles are lit~

3. Kindle Advent candles.

Joy will soon rebound.

Lost in rifts of numb shame -
Hiding from the crowd:

Will we find belonging

If they see our face?

See, we are God’s children,
Claimed in holy grace!

Sung to the tune: Cranham, the same tune used for “In the Bleak Midwinter.”

Lyrics by Rev. Elana Keppel Levy, 2024

However impossible it seems,
here we are, the servants of the Lord, both perplexed and joyful —

and blessed is the one who trusts that with God all things are possible.

Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our faith in
your coming, that, transformed by grace, we may walk in your way; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
whose home is heaven and earth,
whose salvation is sure.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Long-expected God,

we confess that we look to ourselves

for the peace and security only you can provide.
We reach for swords and spears,

reluctant to release our grip on the ways of war.
We become impatient while waiting

and weary of keeping awake.

Free us from self-reliance,

and teach us to live in harmony with our neighbors.
Increase our trust in God’s timing,

and awaken us to your advent among us,

that we may abound in the hope you have promised.
Amen.

God judges us not as we deserve,

but according to God’s own righteousness.
*+ You are freed and forgiven,

saved by grace,

and ready to welcome the Savior.

Amen.

GATHERING HYMN: HARK! A THRILLING VOICE IS SOUNDING ELW 246

GREETING: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - ¢y
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
0O
)" A
F 4N Y
@V 78] 7
) [
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.



HYMN OF PRAISE

Assisting minister
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s peo - ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King,al-might-y God and Fa - ther,
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we wor-ship you,

we

give you thanks,

we praise you for your glo -ry.

I

I I I I \ I I I

Lord Je-sus Christ,
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on-ly Son of the Fa-ther,

Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer-cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa - ther: Te -ceive our prayer.
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For you a - lone are the Ho-ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a - lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-ly Spir - it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther

men.



PRAYER OF THE DAY: God of all time, your Word became flesh and walked
among us. Receive our gratitude and awe for all that you have done through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING John 1:1-18

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through
him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4 in
him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5 The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He himself
was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9 The true light, which
enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the
world did not know him. 11 He came to what was his own, and his own people did
not accept him. 12 But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave
power to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of the will of
the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his
glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. 15 (John testified to
him and cried out, "This was he of whom I said, 'He who comes after me ranks
ahead of me because he was before me.") 16 From his fullness we have all
received, grace upon grace. 17 The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and
truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God. It is God the only
Son, who is close to the Father's heart, who has made him known.

L: Word of God, word of life,
C: Thanks be to God.

HYMN ON JORDAN'’S BANK THE BAPTIST’'S CRY ELW 249
SERMON
HYMN OF THE FATHER'S LOVE BEGOTTEN ELW 295

PROFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;



he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CONGREGATION

Each petition will end with the words: God of grace, hear our prayer.

LORD'S PRAYER
Give us the courage to follow in the foot steps of Christ,
who taught us to pray, saying...
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

L: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

L: Let us share God’s peace with one another.

GENEROSITY MOMENT
SENDING HYMN SOON AND VERY SOON

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

May God who comes among us,

Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,

grant you patience in waiting, peace in the darkness,
and good news to share today and always.

Amen.

ELW 439



DISMISSAL

L: Go in peace. Do not lose heart. ; .
Parish Pulse:
C: Thanks be to God. ar;)sec u7se
POSTLUDE Participating in Worship:
48
Worship Assistants Today: + 12 Live Streams
Total Offerings:
Usher: Rick Samuelson November 307 ¢ 1,920
Reader: Barry Skog
Hospitality: B-J Norman
Worship Assistants Next Week
Pecember 21 AY, Wendy Anderson, Ja
Usher: Marvin Fredrickson a_q' % Mikae?lsen Scr:ott’ y
Communion Asst.: Teresa Schmidt o o ! ;
% (. © | Sorenson, Lorrie
Need 2 more Comm. Asst. T"'ées“*“e Samuelson, Lynda
Rosener Sack, Terri

Fredin, Terri
Mandelkow, Jake
Jacobson, Connor
Mikolichek (Rosann
Pearson’s grandson),
and Roger
Guttromson.

MUSIC FOR NOVEMBER 30, 2025

HARK! A THRILLING VOICE IS SOUNDING
Text: Latin hymn, 1632; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814-
1878
Music: William H. Monk, 1823-1889

ON JORDAN'’S BANK THE BAPTIST'S CRY
Text: Charles Coffin, 1676-1749; tr. Composite
Music: European tune, adapt. Michael Praetorius,
1571-1621

OF THE FATHER’'S LOVE BEGOTTEN
Text: Marcus Aurelius Clemens Prudentius, 348-
413; tr. Composite
Music: Plainsong mode V, 13th cent.

SOON AND VERY SOON
Text and music © 1976 Bud John Songs,
Inc./Crouch Music, admin. EMI Christian Music
Publishing.

Reprinted/Streamed with Permission under
ONE LICENSE #A-740635
CCLI #22330766 & 22330759
All rights reserved




Don’t forget Next Sunday December 21th
Worship will be in the Lutheran Center Gym at
10 am for the 2025’s Children Christmas
Proaram. Brunch will follow after Worship

Gather the Goods

This December, join us in showing the generosity of Vasa
Lutheran Church by participating in one of these multiple
opportunities to bless individuals and families in our
community. Pick a color coordinated tag on the giving
tree to support our community. This “Gather the Goods”
drive will continue through December 24th.

Valley View Recovery Center is an
additiction and mental health treatment
facility in Cannon Falls. We are collecting
clean and gently used Men’s winter coats,
shoes, and socks. Items need not be new.

HOPE Coalition is a Women’s Shelter in Red
Wing. We are collecting cleaning supplies,
dish soap, sponges, baby wipes, paper
towels, toilet paper, laundry detergent,
sanitizing wipes, and feminie products.

: ition &
Red Wing, MN

Goodhue County Christmas Project
blesses low-income families in the county
with Christmas gifts. Vasa has “adopted”

two families this year.
Due Dec. 14"
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Food Shelf *, Donate items for the local food shelves, or
Red Wins & 3 give a cash donation. All cash donations

c Fg ls ¥~ will be matched by two generous donors.
annon Fa

. This means a $5 cash gift will become $15!



