Vasa Lutheran Church
Jesus Says “Come and See”’

Pastor Maureen Hagen Accompanist-Anne Anderson

Sunday, January 4, 2026

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
the fountain of living water,

the rock who gave us birth,

our light and our salvation.

Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God,

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world,

calling forth life in which you took delight.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit,

and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise

through Jesus Christ our Lord

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN CROWN HIM WITH MANY CROWNS ELW 855

GREETING: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.



HYMN OF PRAISE

Assisting minister
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s peo -ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav -en-ly King,al-might-y God and Fa - ther,
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we wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo -ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer -cy on us;

0 . .

" A ] I I I | | | T | N I I T
y 4 T — — ! (7 — — ] |
o —/ & ) | A~ A _S—_ P
NIV e — ot

») ¥ !

you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa - ther: re -ceive our prayer.
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For you a - lone are the Ho -ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a - lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho -1y Spir - it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther A - men.




PRAYER OF THE DAY: God of all people, You called many by name, asking
them to follow Jesus and obey. Call us by name, and help us to follow and
obey. Amen.

PSALM 66:1-5
: Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth;
: sing the glory of his name; give to him glorious praise.
: Say to God, "How awesome are your deeds!
: Because of your great power, your enemies cringe before you.
: All the earth worships you;
they sing praises to you, sing praises to your name."
: Come and see what God has done:
he is awesome in his deeds among mortals.

GOSPEL READING: John 1:35-51 The next day John again was standing with two
of his disciples, 36 and as he watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, "Look, here is
the Lamb of God!" 37 The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus.
38 When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, "What are you
looking for?" They said to him, "Rabbi" (which translated means Teacher), "where
are you staying?" 39 He said to them, "Come and see." They came and saw where
he was staying, and they remained with him that day. It was about four o'clock in
the afternoon. 40 One of the two who heard John speak and followed him was
Andrew, Simon Peter's brother. 41 He first found his brother Simon and said to him,
"We have found the Messiah" (which is translated Anointed). 42 He brought Simon
to Jesus, who looked at him and said, "You are Simon son of John. You are to be
called Cephas" (which is translated Peter).

43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to
him, "Follow me." 44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter.
45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, "We have found him about whom Moses
in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth." 46
Nathanael said to him, "Can anything good come out of Nazareth?" Philip said to
him, "Come and see." 47 When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of
him, "Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!" 48 Nathanael asked him,
"Where did you get to know me?" Jesus answered, "I saw you under the fig tree
before Philip called you." 49 Nathanael replied, "Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You
are the King of Israel!" 50 Jesus answered, "Do you believe because I told you that I
saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these." 51 And he said
to him, "Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God
ascending and descending upon the Son of Man."
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L: Word of God, word of life,
C: Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN'’S MESSAGE
HYMN WILL YOU COME AND FOLLOW ME? ELW 798



SERMON
HYMN MY FAITH LOOKS UP TO THEE

PROFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CONGREGATION

ELW 759

Each petition will end with the words: Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

L: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

L: Let us share God’s peace with one another.

GENEROSITY MOMENT

HOLY COMMUNION WITH THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father:

Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign.

You have filled all creation with light and life;

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age:

the promise to Israel, the rescue from Egypt,

the gift of the promised land, the words of the prophets;
and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son,
who proclaimed the good news in word and deed

and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life.



In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup

we remember the life our Lord offered for us.

And, believing the witness of his resurrection,
we await his coming in power

to share with us the great and promised feast.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit,

that we who share in Christ’s body and blood

may live to the praise of your glory

and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light.
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

Join our prayers with those of your servants

of every time and every place,

and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest
until he comes as victorious Lord of all.

Through him, with him, in him,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father,

now and forever. Amen.



LORD'S PRAYER
Give us the courage to follow in the footsteps of Christ, who taught us to pray,
saying...
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

We will receive communion by intinction. All are welcome at the Lord's table. You
don't need to be a member of Vasa, nor do you need to be a Lutheran to receive the
body and blood of Christ today. Gluten free portions and non-alcoholic wine are
available for those who have dietary restrictions. Children are welcome to come
forward and will receive a blessing.

BLESSING AND PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P: The body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ be with you now and
forever. Amen.

Incarnate God, you are among us at this table. May we treasure this gift and
ponder in our hearts the mystery of your presence. Move us to discover the
wonders of your love in the everyday moments of our lives, through Christ
born in us. Amen.

SENDING HYMN JESUS SHALL REIGN ELW 434
ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING
: May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you:
: Wherever he may send you;
May he guide you through the wilderness:
: Protect you through the storm;
May he bring you home rejoicing:
: At the wonders he has shown you;
May he bring you home rejoicing:
: Once again into our doors. Amen.
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DISMISSAL

P: Glory to God in the highest!

C: And peace to God’s people on earth!
P: Go in joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace.
C: Thanks be to God.

Usher: Duane Hanson

Lector: Stuart Samuelson
Hospitality: Marilyn Hanson
Communion Asst.: Stuart Samuelson

Worship Assistants Next Week
January 11
Usher: Rick Samuelson
Lector: Marcia Featherstone
Hospitality: Sue Ness
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Q.AY(\\ Wendy Anderson, Jay
E- "y a Mikaelsen, Scott
Eys -‘.»é-’ Sorenson, Lorrie
Ges \
Samuelson, Lynda
Rosener Sack, Terri
Fredin, Terri Mandelkow,
Jake Jacobson, Connor
Michalicek (Rosann
Pearson’s grandson), and
Roger Guttromson.
TEAM MEETINGS
January 5/2026

Property @ 4:00pm
January 12/2026

Registration for Good Earth Village
Summer 2026 is now open. If your
child would like to attend the
summer camp call or email Preston in
the office. The Vasa Congregation
subsidizes families sending kids to
this summer camp so that more are
able to participate in the camp
experiences along with deepening
their faith.

Parish Life @ 5:30pm
Church Council @ 6:00pm




MUSIC FOR JANUARY 4, 2026

CROWN HIM WITH MANY CROWNS
Text: Matthew Bridges, 1800-1894, sts. 1-3, 5; Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, st. 4
Music: George J. Elvey, 1816-1893

WILL YOU COME AND FOLLOW ME?
Text © 1987 lona Community, admin. GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason
Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.1358. All rights reserved.
Used by permission.

MY FAITH LOOKS UP TO THEE
Text: Ray Palmer, 1808-1887
Music: Lowell Mason, 1792-1872

JESUS SHALL REIGN
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674—1748, alt.
Music: attr. John Hatton, d. 1793

Reprinted/Streamed with Permission under
ONE LICENSE #A-740635
CCLI #22330766 & 22330759
All rights reserved

ANNOUNCEMENT

Offering envelopes were not purchased for 2026 due to their cost. We weren’t
ordering enough boxes of envelopes any more to make a purchase cost effective.
Members who use the most envelopes have boxes which have been made for them
with their envelope number on the envelopes inside. Those members who donate
monthly or on another schedule have a large envelope with smaller plain white
envelopes inside. Please indicate your envelope number on the envelopes when you
give your offering if possible. If you have told Kathy that you don’t need envelopes,
you are not getting any. Extra envelopes for checks or cash will be available each
Sunday near where the offering plates are placed. If you need a box of envelopes,
please let Kathy know and she will make one for you. Thanks for being flexible with
this change.



