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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CANDLE LIGHTING LITURGY 

L: Tonight old dreams die and new dreams come to life. 
The promise is fulfilled. 

   P: Glory to God in the highest, and on earth, peace. 
L: Hope gives way to joy and prayer to proclamation. 

   P: Glory to God in the highest, and on earth, peace. 
L: The candles tell the story. Dawn invades midnight. 

The Light of the world has come. 
   P: Glory to God in the highest, and on earth, peace. 

L: This light is a light for all, warming us from within, radiating love, 
lighting our lives with the presence of God in human flesh, 

within us and among us now and always. 
 P: Glory to God in the highest, and on earth, peace. Goodwill to 

all. 
 

GATHERING HYMN O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL     ELW 283 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY: (In unison) 
  Reigning God, whose rule extends to the farthest stars, come to 

rule within us on this glorious night when the Word becomes 
flesh once more to dwell among us.  We open ourselves to the 

light and long to offer our lives as a dwelling place for your 
truth.  Speak to us again through the Child of 

Bethlehem.  Reach out to the child in each of us, and hold us in 
the warmth of love’s embrace.  For we pray in his name. Amen.  
 

FIRST READING LUKE 2:1-5   
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the 

world should be registered.  This was the first registration and was 



taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria.  All went to their own 

towns to be registered.  Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in 
Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 

descended from the house and family of David.  He went to be 
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was 

expecting a child.   
 

HYMN  ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID'S CITY  ELW 269  
 

SECOND READING: LUKE 2:6-7 

While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child.  And 
she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, 

and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the 
inn.   
 

HYMN  INFANT HOLY, INFANT LOWLY     ELW 276  
 

THIRD READING: LUKE 2:8-14 In that region there were shepherds 

living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night.  Then an 
angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 

around them, and they were terrified.  But the angel said to them, "Do 
not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you good news of great joy for 

all the people:  to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 
who is the Messiah, the Lord.  This will be a sign for you: you will find 

a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." And suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising 

God and saying,  "Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace among those whom he favors!"   
 

HYMN: IT CAME UPON THE MIDNIGHT CLEAR    ELW 282 
 

FOURTH READING: LUKE 2:15-16 When the angels had left them 
and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go 

now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the 

Lord has made known to us."  So they went with haste and found Mary 
and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.   
 

HYMN:   WHAT CHILD IS THIS     ELW 296 
 

 



FIFTH READING LUKE 2: 17-20 When they saw this, they made 

known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it 
were amazed at what the shepherds told them.  But Mary treasured all 

these words and pondered them in her heart.  The shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, 

as it had been told them. 
 

SERMON 
 (Featuring Extra Yarn (©2012) by Mac Barnett, Illustrated by Jon Klassan) 

HYMN OF THE DAY:   LOVE HAS COME     ELW 292 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CONGREGATION 
Each petition will end with: Lord, in your mercy,  hear our prayer. 
 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always.  

And also with you. 
Let’s share the peace with one another. 
 



COLLECTION OF OUR GIFTS TO GOD 
 

CHOIR ANTHEM  (2 PM ONLY)          COLD DECEMBER FLIES AWAY 

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER:  Generous God, you have given us life, this 

community, and these gifts of the earth that become the meal 
of your grace. Move in our hearts, that we might use your gifts 

to bring hope and blessing wherever we go, through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. 

The universe declares your praise: 
beyond the stars; beneath the sea; 

within each cell; with every breath. 
We praise you, O God. 

Generations bless your faithfulness: 
through the water; by night and day; 

across the wilderness; out of exile; into the future. 
We bless you, O God. 

We give you thanks for your dear Son: 
at the heart of human life; near to those who suffer; 

beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now. 
We thank you, O God. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 

Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, 
we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 

We pray for the gift of your Spirit: 

in our gathering; within this meal; 
among your people; throughout the world. 

Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, 
by your Spirit, in your church, without end.  Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

COMMUNION The congregation will kneel around the rail to receive communion 

this evening. All are welcome at the rail. You don’t need to be a member of this 

congregation, nor do you need to be a Lutheran. Jesus is the host of this meal and 

invites all people to share in it. Gluten free wafers and grape juice are available for 

those who have dietary restrictions. 



CHOIR ANTHEM (2 PM ONLY)       OF THE FATHER’S LOVE BEGOTTEN 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION: Emmanuel, God with us, you grace 

us with life and breath and give us bread for the journey. Send 
us out in service to this world that you love, telling the amazing 

news of your coming to be Savior and Lord of all. Amen. 
 

 
* * * * *  

 
SENDING HYMN:   GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN     ELW 290 
 

BLESSING 

P: Grace from God’s own heart, 

peace from the ☩ Child in the manger, 

and strength from the Spirit of life 

be blessings for you today and forever. 
Amen. 
 

DISMISSAL  

Christ is born! 

Go tell it on the mountain and everywhere. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 

 



THE GOSPEL OF THE INCARNATION: John 1:1-14 

(We will light our candles during the reading of this gospel lesson.) 
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God.  2 He was in the beginning with God.  3 All things came 

into being through him, and without him not one thing came into 
being. What has come into being  4 in him was life, and the life was 

the light of all people.  5 The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness did not overcome it.   
 

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  7 He came 
as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through 

him.  8 He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light.   
 

9 The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the 

world.  10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through 
him; yet the world did not know him.  11 He came to what was his 

own, and his own people did not accept him.  12 But to all who 
received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become 

children of God,  13 who were born, not of blood or of the will of the 
flesh or of the will of man, but of God.  14 And the Word became flesh 

and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a 
father's only son, full of grace and truth. 

 

 



 
 

CHRISTMAS DIALOGUE 
P: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 

C: The light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness has not overcome it. 

P: Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, 
on them light has shined.  

C: We have beheld Christ's glory, 
glory as of the only Son from the Father. 

P: To us a child is born, to us a Son is given. 
C: In the Word was life, 

and the life was the light of all people. 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
CONTACT INFORMATION       

Vasa Office 651-258-4327 

vasalutheran@sleepyeyetel.net 

Pastor Maureen Hagen 507-251-5270 

pastormaureen@sleepyeyetel.net 

 

Vasa Mission 

We, the Vasa congregation, 

called by God, commit to: 

Worshipping together, 

Growing in Faith 

Serving others, and 

Welcoming and Loving all! 
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