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What’s Happening This Month at Vasa
September 7th—Confirmation Classes begin for 7th—8th graders. Meet at the Lutheran Center
from 5:30-6:30pm, Classroom 3.
September 11th — Sunday School Classes begin. Meet at the Lutheran Center just before worship.
September 14 — Vasa Community Dinner
The first Community Dinner of the 2022-2023 season is Wednesday September 14th. Brats, Mac ‘n
Cheese, Baked Beans and a cookie are on the menu. Reservations are due on Wednesday, the
week BEFORE the meal. Reservations can be made online through the church website
(vasalutheran.org), via email or by calling the church office.
September 18th — 9:00AM Intergenerational Worship. On the third Sunday of each month, Vasa
Families have the opportunity to assist with the various aspects of the service including reading
scripture, assisting with communion and the prayers of the congregation. There is no Sunday
School on these Sundays.
MISSION ENDOWMENT FUND EDUCATIONAL SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITY
Every year the Vasa Lutheran Church Mission Endowment Fund awards scholarships to students
pursing post-secondary education. You can download an application form from the Vasa Church
website. They are also available at the back of the sanctuary or at the Lutheran Center.
The application deadline is Sunday November 27th. Awards will be made in early 2023.
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Worship Volunteers for SEPTEMBER
USHER / HOSPITALITY
September 4

Chuck Peterson

September 11 Rick Samuelson
September 18 Bruce Tilderquist
September 25 Duane Hanson
1 John Hauck

READERS
September 4

Kathy Tilderquist

2 Piper Hanson

September 11 Jeannette Anderson

John Hart

September 18 Kevin Eckblad

Greg Hovel

September 25 Sid Featherstone

Barry Skog
7 Jenny Hedeen

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS
September 4

3 Scott Romness

9 Jessie Otto

Barb Weigman

Lora Gruber

September 18 Geri Lindholm

Carson Lind
Treyton Lind
Kyleigh Wetzstein

CHURCH COUNCIL

President: Barbara Weigman,
Barbara.weigman@gmail.com

507-202-7880

Vice President: Randy Klein
rdklein@mmm.com

651-212-8045

Secretary: Andrew Featherstone
rwfeatherstonepainting@gmail.com

651-470-9823

Bryan Diercks
Chris Finne
Lora Gruber
Duane Hanson
Maureen Hauck
Missy McCann
Ben Norman
Jason Stahnke
Kent Volz

10

Sydney Johnson

11

Malissa Parrott-Stahnke

12

Steve Lindstrom

13

Rodney Nelson

16

Marcia Featherstone
Allison Finne

507-259-3909
651-380-3690
51-212-3216
651-380-1763
651-331-8593
651-307-2274
651-208-7124
651-764-2458
651-402-0942

18

Sawyer Gesme

19

Mitchell Anderson
Al Lindell
Megan Widstrom

Michael Widstrom Jr

WHO TO CONTACT IN CASE OF EMERGENCY
Indoors:

Jim Hedeen

651-380-6054

Kitchen:

Sue Hedeen
Faye Drewianka

Outdoors

Greg Drewianka
Duane Hanson
Steve Hyllengren

21

Rick Samuelson

23

Amanda Sense

24

Judy Anderson

26

Amber Nelsen

651-380-6270
651-212-3209

28

Mya Montey

651-301-2472
651-380-1763
651-258-4338

29

Sasha Diercks

Thoughts from Pastor Maureen
It’s high summer, late summer! Tomatoes are
ripening on the vine. Beets, cucumbers, green
beans, corn for the table are all being eaten like
there is no tomorrow. Field corn and soybeans
are beginning to dry in the fields. The bounty of
our gardens reminds me of a teaching of Jesus:
John 12:24 “Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain
of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains
just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much
fruit.”
Every stalk of corn, soybean plant, and tomato
plant comes from a seed: a seed that was
planted in the earth in the spring. Without
question these seeds were planted in an act of
great hope and faith. Hope that the seed
would receive sunshine and rain in appropriate
amounts, sprout, grow, and eventually bear
fruit.
We planted seeds of the gospel good news at
Vacation Bible School during the week of August 15th. As teachers we don’t have much control over the growth of those planted seeds but
we trust that God will supply the water, the sunshine, and the nutrients so that the seeds of
faith will grow.
Consider your Sunday School and Vacation Bible
School experiences from years ago. Did your
teachers have any assurance that their efforts
would bear fruit? Probably not. But in faith they
shared their faith with you and the seeds germinated and grew.

Vasa continues to plant the seeds of the gospel
good news in our children and we nurture those
seeds as we are given opportunity. We trust that
those seeds will eventually bear fruit even if we
aren’t actually witnesses to the harvest.
Blessings to you,
Pastor Maureen

VASA EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

Treasurer’s Report July, 2022
For the Month of July:
Checkbook Balance July 1, 2022

$52,581.56

General Fund Contributions:

38,530.31

Total Funds Available

91,111.87

Budget Approved Monthly Expenses:

21,274.10

Checkbook Balance, July 31, 2022

$69,837.77

Mission Investment Fund, July 1, 2022

$8,767.08

Mission Investment Fund, July 31, 2022

$

BIBLES LAID TO REST ON ALL SAINTS
SUNDAY.
As people downsize or move into smaller living quarters it becomes difficult to
know what to do with old Bibles. From
now through the end of October we will
accept old Bibles with the intent to respectfully dispose of them on All Saints
Sunday on November 6th. You may drop
them off at the church office or with the
pastor.

Sunday School will begin on Sunday, September 11, at 9:00 in the
Lutheran Center following the format we established last year. The third
Sunday of the month will be intergenerational worship at the church with
families signing up to assist with various worship tasks. On the first, second, and fourth Sundays of the month there will be Sunday School at the
Lutheran Center. Parents are invited to drop their children off there just
before worship .

Confirmation Classess for 7th/8th graders will begin on
Wednesday, September 7th. We will meet at the Lutheran Center from
5:30-6:30 each Wednesday through November 2nd. Our focus of study
will be the Gospel of Mark, which we will read aloud together in class.
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Inferior to him and would not meet his professional expectations.
But as we worked together, I thought that Fidel started to see me as who I am and what I
could do to contribute tot the project.; I started to
see him as a friend and appreciated him for who
he was and for his talents.
One day Fidel came to me and said, “Jay, I
want to have what I see you have in your life. I
want to have Jesus in my life, too.” I was so surprised that I could hardly believe it! It was God’s
timing and plan to put us together on the same
project. And it was God who was overcoming
prejudgments and increasing Fidel’s spiritual
hunger. After praying together me, Fidel asked
Jesus into his heart and life. He had a great desire to learn more about Jesus and wanted to
study God’s word, the Bible.

Photo: Radio Television Caranavi, Bolivia

A TRANSFORMED HEART
BY Jacqueline (Jay) Mikaelsen

I learned , once again, that Jesus asks us to
be a blessing to others, even when we don’t see
or feel like it ourselves. As we listen to Jesus and
share his heart through our words and faith and
reflect in our lives that we follow him, it can have
a huge impact on others.

“This is my beloved Son, with whom I am
well pleased; listen to him.” (Matthew
17:5 ESV)
When we experience the transforming words
of Christ and the poiwer of his love in our lives,
Jesus wants us to share that Good News
about him with others and to have compassion
for them. It doesn’t matter where we are nor
who we are, we are all to participate in the
Great Commission to which God has called us.
These are Jesus’ words and we are to listen to
him:

As I ponder on both of our attitudes in the beginning, I would have to ask, “Who had the greatest change of heart?” When we are willing to listen to God’s Word and to let God work in us and
through us, it is absolutely miraculous what miracles and wonders of transformation God can do.

“All authority in heaven and on earth has
been given to me. Go therefore and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them observe all that I have commanded you.
And behold, I am with you always, to the
end of the age.” (Matthew 28:17-20 ESV)

_________________
Jay and her husband Paul have served in Bolivia for 34
years and have enabled a multitude of Bolivian people, and many others beyond the Bolivian border, to
learn of Jesus and listen to God’s Good News for all
nations through gospel radio and television communications. They are nearing full retirement, and are currently working to transition and transfer the ministry
opportunities to others.

I am a global worker and have lived and
served in Bolivia for many years. There was a
time when I was working on a project with a
Bolivian man Fidel, who is very well known and
intelligent. I have to admit that I found him to
be very arrogant, too. He did not like the fact
that he was having to work in radio communications with a woman; such an attitude, in general, was the mindset of many Latin American
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Food Shelves Need our Help!
Nationwide, food shelves are struggling. The
food bank in Rochester, one of the main food
sources for smaller, local Food Shelf operations,
depends on the USDA food program, which ran
out of resources in January. In addition, food
manufacturers no longer do product overruns
specifically for donating. And then, there are the
usual supply chain issues. All of this means that
our donations are more critical than ever.
Here is a list of items that are needed:

Starting September 14th, the VASA
Free Community Dinner will offer in-person
dining or have meals available for take-out.
Reservations are required for either option,
and can be made online at vasalutheran.org,
by email (office@vasalutheran.org) or by
phone (651-258-4327. ) Deliveries will also continue, but only for those who cannot drive, are
ill or otherwise home-bound—which is consistent with the pre-pandemic meal delivery
practice.)
Take-out orders will be available at 5:00pm,
and in-person dining will begin at 5:30. RESERVATIONS ARE DUE BY NOON on the Wednesday preceding the meal. So for September,
that’s September 7.
Please remember: The reservation deadline is
firm. There will be no reservations accepted
after the Wednesday preceding the dinner
date. Your understanding is greatly appreciated! See you on the 14th! Remember to call
ahead!!
From the SE MN Synod…
People of Vasa:
We thank God for you and for
the partnership we share. Thank
you for your financial generosity. For all the
ways you’ve been serving and loving in Jesus’
name since 1855: Thank You!
~Rev. Emily Carson
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Cereal

Sloppy joe sauce

Canned chicken

Soups

Canned fruit
Chili

Saltine and/or snack crackers

Diced tomatoes

Cookies

Hamburger helper

Pasta

Mark’s Meditation

New Testament Origins
Jesus was a Jew. The history of Judea goes back to King David at ~900BCE. What historians call the First Temple Period lasted
until the Babylonians sacked Jerusalem in 587BCE. In 539BCE Cyrus of Persia defeated the Babylonians and allowed the Jewish
elites to return and rebuild the temple. This “Second Temple Period” lasted until Alexander the Great conquered the whole
Middle East in 312BCE. His successors set up the Seleucid Empire, which included Judea. Jerusalem was administered by Seleucid kings and princes until these guys became too troublesome to the Romans, who turned Judea into a Roman province in
63BCE. So, the lives of Jesus, the Apostles, and the writers of the Gospels is colored by the fact that they are subjects of Rome.
To understand the pervasive influence of Greek and Roman culture in Judea, recognize that the New Testament books were
written in Seleucid Greek, not Hebrew, like the books of the Old Testament. The second thing to understand is that we have
no original texts. Until the 20th century, the oldest copies of the Gospels were from the Middle Ages.
Starting in the 1800s, biblical scholars started to use linguistic techniques to determine which books of the New Testament
came first. To do this, they compared vocabulary and story lines in the available Greek manuscripts. When they did this, several things became clear. 1) Matthew and Luke copied Mark. 2) All of the Gospels were written after the Temple in Jerusalem
was destroyed by the Romans in 70CE. 3) John was the last Gospel to be written.
With the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls and other
ancient texts in the 20th century, it has become apparent that the Gospels and Epistles have changed over
time. It was common in ancient times to write comments in the margins of a biblical scroll or codex (bound
book). When a bible became old and damaged, a scribe
would have to write out a new copy. It appears that
often, when the new copy was written, the comments in
the margin were added to the main text of the new bible. (Imagine the scribe thinking “Ooh, this comment is
good. I need to include that.”) Since language changes
over time, in many cases it is possible to figure out what
text is original and what was added later.
Lastly, it is clear from Paul’s letters and from Luke’s telling of events in Acts that there were competing factions
in early Christianity. On one side we have Paul, who focused on bringing the Gospel to the Gentiles and who
emphasized Jesus’ crucifixion as an atonement for sins.
On the other side we have Peter and James in Jerusalem
who emphasized Jesus’ call for brotherly love.

Scholars can see these factions by making a table of four
columns. Then lining up stories and sayings from the four Gospels. When you do this, you see that about 25% of the content
in Matthew and Luke is not in Mark. The German scholars who first noticed this called this material “quelle,” which is German
for “source.” We don’t have a text for this “Q” source, but it is postulated that it comes from James the brother of Jesus since
the sentiments in these sections are aligned with The Epistle of James.
I’m fascinated by this early church history. There is much more to cover. Let me know if you would like another article like
this.
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At the annual meeting in 2020
(before Covid shut things down)
the congregation voted to create a
new picture directory. We are now
ready to move forward. We will be
taking as many pictures as possible
in November. Please note that
these photographs will NOT be
available for you to purchase since
the directory will be an internally
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created document. Copies of the
directory will be available by request. Members who are not available to have a picture taken can
submit a family photo taken with
their phone. The only requirement
is that we receive it in a “JPEG” format.

Starting our 11th Year!
Meals served the 2nd
Wednesday of every month
from 5:30-6:30, beginning
September 14!

SEPTEMBER MENU:
Brats, Mac ‘n Cheese, Baked
Beans, & a Cookie!

Vasa Lutheran Center

Take-Out at
5:00pm

15235 Norelius Road
Welch, MN

OR DINE-IN
RESERVATIONS

5:30-6:30

REQUIRED FOR
BOTH!
Reservations can be made
online (Information &
Events tab, Vasa Community Dinners). OR Call or email
the church office.

office@vasalutheran.org
651-258-4327
Reservations are due by NOON on
September 7. PLEASE NOTE: Reservations will NOT BE ACCEPTED AFTER THIS DATE.
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
1

Saturday
2

3

Pastor’s Day Off
4

5

9AM
Communion
Worship

9:30

TEAM MEETINGS
5PM Finance

11:30-4:00

9AM Worship &
Sunday School
@ Lutheran Center

9:30

16

17

Pastor’s Day Off

19

20

21

22

23

6:30pm
6PM CHURCH

Wednesday
Evening Worship

9:30

COUNCIL

5:30 7th/8th
Confirmation
Classes

11:30-4:00

Vasa Museum

Vasa Museum
Open

15

Wednesday
Evening Worship

9AM Intergenerational

11:30-4:00

14

5:30 7th/8th
Confirmation
Classes

18

9AM Worship &
Sunday School
@ Lutheran Center

Pastor’s Day Off

6:30pm

Vasa Museum
Open

25

Community Dinner Reservation
DEADLINE @
NOON.

13

11:30-4:00

Communion
Worship

10

5:30 7th/8th
Confirmation
Classes

7:00 Property

12

9

Wednesday
Evening Worship

6:30 Museum

11

8

6:30pm

6PM Parish Life

Vasa Museum
Open

7

6

26

27

28

Pastor’s Day Off

29

30

6:30pm
9:30

Wednesday
Evening Worship
5:30 7th/8th
Confirmation
Classes

11

Pastor’s Day Off

24

VASA LUTHERAN CHURCH

15235 NORELIUS ROAD (in Vasa)
WELCH, MN 55089

Historic Vasa Lutheran Church Built in 1869
(Vasa Drawing by B-J Norman)

Worship Schedule
9:00AM Sundays (also live-streamed)
Wednesday Evening Worship
6:30pm Holy Communion + Everyday Bible Conversation
(Fellowship Room of Lutheran Center)
Executive Team

Barbara Weigman, Council President

507.202.7880

Randy Klein, Council Vice President

651.212.8045

Andrew Featherstone, Council Secretary

651.470.9823

Pastor Maureen Hagen
pastor@vasalutheran.org
(Cell)507.251.5270
Church Office
651.258.4327

Vasa Mission Statement

office@vasalutheran.org

We, the Vasa Congregation,

Church Staff

Called by God, commit to:

Kathy Tilderquist, Treasurer

Worshipping together,

Emily Peterson, Office Administrator

Growing in Faith,

Melissa McCann, Custodian
Anne Anderson, Worship Accompanist

Serving Others, and

Gail Strusz-Klein, Wedding Coordinator

Welcoming and loving all!

Paul & Jay Mikaelsen, Missionaries in La Paz Bolivia Contact: pmikaelsen@gmail.com
Website: www.caranavi.net/rtc.htm
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