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            NOVEMBER  2023  

 

What’s Happening This Month at Vasa 

November 4th—Vasa Bazaar  9:00-3:00 

See pg. 5 for more details. 

November 5—All Saints Sunday 

This service will remember the saints from our congregation who have passed away during the past 

year as we light a candle in their memory. Everyone is invited to come forward and light a votive in 

memory of a loved one.  

November 8th — Vasa Family Fun Night 5:30PM 

All are invited to join in fun and fellowship. This month features a hay ride and crafts! See pg. 10 for 

October highlights. 

November 12th—Affirmation of Faith  

Join Lucy Sense, Jack Stehr, Miranda and Malena Mandelkow and Miley Clemens as they affirm 

their faith during worship on November 12.  

November 19th—Thankful Sunday  

Although we give thanks to God weekly, this is a special opportunity to remember our blessings —

from God and from members of our own congregation. Treats will be provided after the service.  

November 26th—First Sunday of Advent .  The theme this year is “Our Spirit Waits.”  To initiate 

this season of waiting, please join us Sunday afternoon for a lovely mix of organ music (provided by 

Austin Ferguson), with additional songs by the Vasa Quartet, and selected readings.  Coffee and 

dessert will follow the concert, and a free will offering will be taken. Invite your family and friends. All 

are welcome!  
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Worship Volunteers for November 

USHER  

November 5  volunteer needed 

November 12 Marv Fredrickson 

November 19 Rick Samuelson 

November 26 Bruce Tilderquist 

HOSPITALITY 

November 5  Lora Gruber 

November 12 Audrey Rosener 

November 19 Katie Featherstone 

November 26 volunteer needed  

READERS 

November 5  Barry Skog 

November 12 Katie Featherstone 

November 19 Sasha Diercks 

November 26 Kathy Tilderquist 

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS 

November 5  volunteer needed  

November 12 Barry Skog 

November 19 Katie Featherstone  

2  Brenner Pagel 

6       Malena Mandelkow 

 Miranda Mandelkow 

8  Steve Hyllengren 

 Donna Anderson 

9  Cassidy Smith 

12 Miley Clemens 

13  Connie Gillis 

15  Dan Evenson 

17 Andrew Featherstone 

21  Charlie Peterson 

22 Barbara Flueger  

23 Teresa Schmidt 

26 Alivia Schaffer 

27  Kodee Lindahl 

 Laurie Poole 

28  Suzanne Ness 

30  Christopher Poole 

  

PUT THESE DATES ON YOUR CALENDARS!  

Calling all Vasa children!  The Children’s Christmas program will 

be on Sunday, December 17 at 10:30am in the Lutheran Center 

Gym.  Rehearsals will be held during  Sunday School  on No-

vember 12th  & 19th, and December 3rd and 10th.  November 

5th will be a regular Sunday School day. (There will be NO SUN-

DAY SCHOOL on November 26 because of Thanksgiving. ) In 

addition to rehearsals during the Sunday School Time, there 

will also be work on set decorating.  Make sure to come to 

Sunday School in November!  



 

 

Thoughts from Pastor Maureen 

You might have noticed this fall that 
we have been having communion 
more than on the usual 1st and 3rd 
Sundays of the month.  Perhaps you 
are wondering why we are doing it so 
often. Well, the main reason has to do 
with the concept of grace, what it is, 
and why it matters.  Let me offer a 
few observations to clarify my reason 
for offering communion more fre-
quently.  
 
There is a phrase called “the means of 
grace.” This is a churchy phrase de-
scribing ways in which followers of Je-
sus gain a sense of what God does for 
us. Communion is one of those ways. 
Through communion we experience 
Jesus coming to us through the wafer 
and the wine. It is one of the ways 
that God “graces” us. When Martin Lu-
ther taught about Holy Communion in 
the Small Catechism he asked the 
question, “What is the benefit of such 
eating and drinking?” He answered in 
the following way: “The words “given 
for you” and “shed for you for the for-
giveness of sin” show us that for-
giveness of sin, life, and salvation are 
given to us in the sacrament through 
these words, because where there is 
forgiveness of sin, there is also life 
and salvation.” 
 
Consider also the reality that most 
people entertaining guests at their 
home will offer refreshments. When 
we know that we will have guests at 
worship what could be better than to 
offer the “refreshment” of Holy Com-
munion? Partaking in this holy meal 
offers the assurance that the recipi-
ent’s sins are forgiven. Here at Vasa 
we have communion more frequently 
than once each month because there 
are many Sundays when I know that 
we will have guests. 
 

Lastly, the days have long since 
passed when church members are 
consistently able to attend church 
every Sunday and receive Communion 
on the first Sunday of the month. The 
offering of communion more frequent-
ly means that we are able to offer this 
important sacrament to those who, for 
whatever reason, attend less regular-
ly.  
 
One of my theological resources de-
scribes “the means of grace” as 
…”God’s Redeeming Actions Concern-
ing Everyone—an event that frees us, 
forgives us, and empowers us.” I 
freely admit that I need an event that 
frees me, demonstrates God’s for-
giveness to me, and empowers me to 
continue to follow the way of Jesus as 
much as possible. By extension then, I 
want to offer the same to all who 
come to worship. That’s why Vasa 
Congregation has the sacrament of 
Holy Communion more often than 
once a month. 
 
Freed, forgiven, and empowered, 

 

Pastor Maureen 

____________________________ 
Rolf A. Jacobson, Crazy Talk: A Not-
So-Stuffy Dictionary of Theological 
Terms. Augsburg Fortress 2008, page 
113. 
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Sunday November 5th at the 9AM worship Service, 

all saints will be honored, especially those whom 

we have lost since last year’s Feast of All Saints. 

            Ralph Clemens Duane Thompson  

         Bob Crouse   Vivian Strusz  

         Jessie Otto   Dan Hedeen   

         Greg Drewianka  Judy Hunecke 

                      Charessa Lynn Swanson  
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 The Feed My 

Starving Children Mobile 

Pack is returning to Can-

non Falls on Saturday, 

November 1th  at the 

Cannon Falls High School. 

About 500 volunteers are 

needed to make this a 

successful venture.  You 

can  sign up on line at 

https://www.fmsc.org/

get-involved/volunteer 

(click on MN, then scroll 

down for the Cannon 

Falls Mobile Pack.)     

 If you can’t volun-

teer, but would still like 

to make a monetary do-

nation, all dollar 

amounts of do-

nations are gratefully 

accepted! It costs 

$30,000 to pack and  ship 

the meals to their final 

destination. Checks can 

be made out to Vasa Lu-

theran with FMSC in the 

memo line, or on the en-

velope.  Mail them to the 

church office or place 

them  in the offering 

plate.  

SPONSORED BY THE CANNON COM-

MUNITY INTERACTION COUNCIL 

(CCIC) 

 

If you are donating 

baked goods to the Vasa 

Bazaar... 

you can drop them off on Thursday, 

November 2 between 5pm and 

7pm, or Friday, November 3 be-

tween 5:00pm and 9:00pm.  

No need to package or price your 

items.  The Bazaar Committee will 

take care of that!   

 

 

JAMS       PIES      DISHTOWELS 

        COOKIES PICKLES 

             BARS       CRAFTS 

       BREADS 

                 NOTECARDS 
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VASA LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL 
MEETING 

September 18, 2023 @Lutheran Church 
 

Call to Order: Meeting called to order at 6:05 pm by 
Bryan Diercks, President  
Devotions: Duane Hanson 
 
Members present and absent: 
Present: Pastor Maureen Hagen; Bryan Diercks, 
President; Randy Klein, Vice President; Ben Norman; 
Duane Hanson; Kent Volz; Kevin Eckbald; and An-
drew Featherstone, Secretary; 
Eight voting members present 
 
Unable to attend: Missy McCann; Roger Guttrom-
son; Barbara Weigman; Chris Finne; and Mo Hauck;  
 
Also Present: Kathy Tilderquist  
 
Adoption of the Agenda:  

It was moved and seconded to add wedding 
contract with gazebo fees to the agenda. 
 

MOTION CARRIED 
 
Approval of Minutes:  

It was moved and seconded to approve the 
minutes of the August 21, 2023 council meeting as 
written. 

MOTION CARRIED 
 
Reports Reviewed and Accepted: 

 
Treasurer’s Report (Attached)  

We will use the money in the Mission 
Investment Fund to pay off Joel for 
the third window. We then will 
close the account. The account is 
not making much interest. 

2023 budget is right on track. 
Finance Report (Attached) 

We are currently getting estimates for 
snow plowing 

We have around $15,000.00 that can 
go towards the painting, flooring, 
or windows for the church. 

Parish Life (Attached) 
Pastor and Deb Donath discussed 

about the next Family Event at Va-
sa for October. They are thinking 
of having something to do with 
pumpkins, such as pumpkin paint-
ing. 

The first Family Event went very well 
and Miesville Volunteer Fire De-
partment showed up. 

Property Team Report (Attached) 
Adam’s Pest Control sprayed for 

Asian beetles. Kathy will separate 
bill and let AL Lindahl know for 
the cost for the Museum portion. 

Concrete on east sidewalk is raised up 
and is a tripping hazard. We will 
talk to Jason Stahnke to see about 
grinding the concrete down. 

Cemetery Board (NA) 
Executive Board Report (NA) 
        
Pastor’s  Report  ) Attached) 

Pastor has been tutoring a young wom-
an in the faith over the summer. 
She will affirm her faith during 
worship on September 24th. There 
is a possibility that she will be tu-
toring more students independently 
from the regular class. 

7th &8th grade confirmation students 
are studying “Superheroes of the 
Old Testament.” 9th grade confir-
mation students are studying 
Apostles’Creed and the Sacra-
ments. 

 Museum Board (N/A) 
 Endowment Board Report (N/A) 
 

New Business:  
     Wedding Contract with Gazebo- It was moved 
and seconded to approve the new wedding con-
tract. 

MOTION CARRIED 
 

It was moved and seconded to adjourn at 7:05 PM. 
MOTION CARRIED 

Meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer 
 
Report submitted by: Andrew Featherstone, Secretary  
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VASA EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Treasurer’s Report 
September, 2023 

  
  
For the Month of September:  
  
Checkbook Balance, September 1, 2023            $ 61,600.03 
General Fund Contributions:                                      8,787.37 
Total Funds Available                                                 70,387.40 
Budget Approved Monthly Expenses:                     14,507.52 
Checkbook Balance, September 30, 2023              $ 55,879.88 
  
  
Mission Investment Fund, September 1, 2023       $2,895.63 
Mission Investment Fund, September 30, 2023     $2,896.58 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

President: Bryan Diercks,  507-259-3909                            

bryanddiercks@protonmail.com 

Vice President: Randy Klein 651-212-8045   

rdklein@mmm.com 

Secretary:  Andrew Featherstone   651-470-9823           

rwfeatherstonepainting@gmail.com 

                                                

Kevin Eckblad  651-380-7849                           

Chris Finne    651-380-3690                           

Roger Guttromson      651-308—6349                                                                         

Duane Hanson   651-380-1763                                                  

Maureen Hauck  651-331-8593                                                     

Missy McCann   651-307-2274                                                  

Ben Norman    651-208-7124                           

Kent Volz    651-402-0942                           

Barbara Weigman 507-202-7880 

WHO TO CONTACT IN CASE OF EMERGENCY 

Indoors: Jim Hedeen   651-380-6054 

Kitchen: Sue Hedeen   651-380-6270                                   

  Faye Drewianka   651-212-3209 

Outdoors Duane Hanson   651-380-1763       

  Steve Hyllengren  651-258-4338    

Dear Vasa Evangelical Lutheran Church,  

Thank you for your gift of $400.00 to Lutheran 

Disaster Response. 

Since we are justified by faith, we have peace 

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ 

through whom we have obtained access to 

this grace in which we stand; and we boast in 

our hope of sharing the glory of God (Romans 

5: 1-2). 

As a church, we believe that God’s grace is 

freely given to us. This brings us peace and 

hope. It makes a difference in our lives. 

Through your gifts to the ministries of the 

ELCA you share this amazing grace with others 

and help people around the world  feel the 

transformation power of God’s love. 

Your Spirit-filled generosity helps families  and 

communities reeling from disasters. No matter 

the variety of disaster, no matter the variety  

of need, your gifts to Lutheran Disaster Re-

sponse enable people to rebuild their lives and 

livelihoods now and far into the future.  

Thank you for your gracious gifts. The glory of 

God shines through you.  

In Christ., 

 

 

 

Amanda White 

Directory, Congregational Generosity 
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Mark’s meditation 

By Mark Hagen 

 

Who Has Controlled Jerusalem 

the Longest? 

 

With conflict in Israel dominating the news I thought it 
might be interesting to cover the history of Jerusalem. The 
name Jerusalem is based on the Arabic word Salam and the 
Hebrew word Shalom, both of which mean “peace”. The 
first known reference to Jerusalem is during the Middle 
Kingdom of Egypt around 4000BCE. 

For the next 3000 years, the land of Canaan was controlled 
either by Egypt or Assyria.  Shortly after 1200BCE the thriv-
ing civilizations that ringed the Mediterranean Sea (modern 
day Turkey and Mycenaen Greece) collapsed.  This “dark 
age,” where there are no extra-biblical written records 
about Canaan, lasted until about 850BCE, at which point it 
is clear that Jerusalem was controlled by the Hebrews/
Israelites.  

We know from the Bible, and from (scant) archeological 
evidence, that David captured Jerusalem from a group 
called the Jebusites around 1000BCE after which it became 
the political and religious center for the Judahites 
(southern Israelites) until 586 BCE. In 586BCE, King Nebu-
chadnezzar of Babylon destroyed Jerusalem, forcing the 
Jewish elites to relocate to Babylon, thus preventing them 
practicing their own religion. This Babylonian exile lasted 
until 536 BCE when Babylon was conquered by the Per-
sians, whereupon the Hebrew elite were allowed to return 
and rebuild the temple. This “Second Temple” period last-
ed 207 years. But, alas, In 332BCE Alexander the Great cap-
tured Jerusalem from the Persians.  

At Alexander’s death, the Greek empire was split between 
his generals, two of which alternately controlled Jerusalem. 
During this time Judaism remained the main religion except 
for the last three years when Seleucid King Antiochus IV 
Epiphanes tried to suppress Judaism by placing a statue of 
Zeus in the Temple, resulting in the successful Maccabean 
revolt.  

In 63BCE the famous Roman general Pompei besieged the 
city, making Judea a client state. After this,  Rome con-
trolled Jerusalem in one way or another for the next 676 
years. For the first 133 years, Judaism was the dominant 
religion. But in 70AD Jerusalem was sacked by the Roman 
Emperor Vespasian, and the Temple was destroyed. Tech-
nically, Jerusalem became a pagan city at this point until 
Christianity became ascendant in Roman society. In 326 the 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre was built in Jerusalem.  

The Roman period ended in 614 when the Empire took 
control of Jerusalem. However, this effort was short lived 

(15 years) and the Byzantines (Romans) took back the city. 
But just seven years later, in 636, Jerusalem fell under the 
control of a Muslim caliph and in the year 691 the Dome of 
the Rock was built on the site of the Jewish Temple. 

For the next 463 years Jerusalem was controlled by various 
caliphates. Then, in 1099, European crusaders conquered 
the city and killed or drove out most of the Muslim popula-
tion. The Europeans ruled Jerusalem as a Christian city for 
the next 88 years. However, in 1187 Sultan Saladin con-
quered the city and it became Muslim again. Various Sunni 
and Shia Arab sultans then controlled Jerusalem over the 
next 329 years. In 1516 the Ottoman Turks took control of 
the region. The Ottomans held Jerusalem for 401 years, all 
the way to 1917, which is when Palestine came under con-
trol of the British during WWI. The British mandate lasted 
31 years. In 1948 the state of Israel was formed, though it 
was not formally recognized by any of its Arab neighbors.  

What about the religion of the general population in the 
region? Starting in the early 19th century, Jews started re-
turning to Palestine. By 1850 the city of Jerusalem was 
evenly split between Jews and Muslims, with a sizable 
Christian population as well.  

So, who has controlled Jerusa-
lem the longest? Christians 
(blue in the chart) have con-
trolled the city for 410 years; 
Jews (green) have controlled 
the city for 1197 years; and 
Muslims (yellow) have con-
trolled the city for 1283 years. 
Clearly, each has a compelling 
claim to the city. 

Dates and info from Matt 

Baker’s website: useful-

charts.com 
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Food Shelves Still Need our 

Help!  

To help with increase in demand, Vasa will 

be collecting food shelf donations through 

November 19th. The food bank in Roches-

ter, one of the main food sources for small-

er, local Food Shelf operations, depends on 

the USDA food program, is still quite         

under-resourced.  In addition, food manufac-

turers no longer do product overruns specifi-

cally for donating.  And then, there are the 

usual supply chain issues.  All of this means 

that our donations are more critical than ev-

er. Here is a list of items that are most need-

ed:        

Any cash donations made between 10/29 

and 11/19 will be matched, thanks to the 

generosity of an anonymous donor!  

       Cereal 

       Canned chicken 

       Canned fruit  

       Chili 

       Diced tomatoes 

       Hamburger helper 

       Sloppy joe sauce 

Soups 

Saltine and/or snack 

crackers 

Cookies 

Pasta 

Dried Milk Powder 

Vasa Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 

Education 
Award  

Application 
MISSION ENDOWMENT 

FUND 

The Mission Endowment Committee is 

now taking applications for Education 

Awards. The  application deadline is Fri-

day, December 1st.  You can download an 

application form from the Vasa Website 

(vasalutheran.org), or request one from the 

office by email (office@vasalutheran.org) 

or phone (651-258-4327.)  To qualify for 

an award, you or your parents must be ac-

tive members of Vasa Lutheran.  
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

All Stages Women’s 

Bible Study 9:30-

11:00 

Faith Formation 

5:30-6:30 

7/8 Confirmation 
5:45pm--6:45pm 

9th Confirmation  

7:00-8:00pm 

  

2 3 

 

4 

5 

 

 

 

9AM  

All Saints Sunday 
Worship and Sun-
day School @ Lu-

theran Center 

 

6 

TEAM MEETINGS  

4:00 Property 

5PM  Finance 

6PM  Parish Life 

 

7 

 

9:30 

 

 

 

8 

 

5:30PM  

VASA FAMILY FUN 

EVENT 

 

 

9 

 

10 

Pastor’s Day 

Off 

11 

 

12 

9AM Worship  with 

Affirmation of Faith 

& Sunday School / 

Christmas Program 

Rehearsal @ Lu-

theran Center 

 

13 

 

 

14 

 

9:30 

 

 

15 

All Stages Women’s 

Bible Study 9:30-

11:00am 

 

Faith Formation 

5:30-6:30 

 

16 17 

Pastor’s Day 

Off 

18 

19 

9AM  Worship with 
Holy Communion & 

Sunday School /
Christmas Program 
rehearsal @ Luther-

an Center 

   

20 

 

6PM CHURCH  

COUNCIL 

 

 

21 

 

9:30 

 

 

 

22 

 

 

 

NO ADULT OR 
YOUTH  FAITH FOR-

MATION EVENTS 

 

23 

 

 

24 

Pastor’s Day 

Off 

25 

 

9:30AM  

Christmas Tree 

Set Up 

26 

First Sunday of 
Advent 

9AM Worship   

NO SUNDAY 
SCHOOL 

3 PM “Our Spirit 

Waits” Concert 

 

27 

 

 

         

 

 

28 

 

9:30 

 

 

29 

Faith Formation 

5:30-6:30 

 

6:30pm  Wednesday 

Eve Worship 

 

30 

 

 

  

 

Cannon Falls 

High School  

8:00AM—

10:00AM 
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VASA LUTHERAN CHURCH 

15235 NORELIUS ROAD (in Vasa) 

WELCH, MN 55089 

Historic Vasa Lutheran Church Built in 1869       

(Vasa Drawing by B-J Norman) 

Worship Schedule 

9:00AM Sundays (also live-streamed) 

Wednesday Evening Worship RESUMES November…. 

6:30pm Holy Communion + Everyday Bible Conversation 
(Fellowship Room of Lutheran Center) 

Pastor Maureen Hagen 

pastor@vasalutheran.org 

(Cell)507.251.5270 

Church Office 
651.258.4327 

Church Staff 

Kathy Tilderquist, Treasurer 

Emily Peterson, Office Administrator 

Melissa McCann, Custodian 

Anne Anderson, Worship Accompanist 

Gail Strusz-Klein, Wedding Coordinator 

Paul & Jay Mikaelsen, Missionaries in La Paz Bo-
livia Contact: pmikaelsen@gmail.com 

Website: www.caranavi.net/rtc.htm 

Vasa Mission Statement 

We, the Vasa Congregation,  

Called by God, commit to: 

Worshipping together, 

Growing in Faith,  

Serving Others, and  

Welcoming and loving all! 

Executive Team 

Bryan Diercks, Council President          507.259.3909 

Randy Klein, Council Vice President     651.212.8045 

Andrew Featherstone, Council Secretary    651.470.9823 


