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Illustration by Rien Poortvliet, published in “He Was One of Us” Doubleday Publishing Co. 1978 

 



CONFESSION AND WORDS OF FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who forgives all our sin, 

whose mercy endures forever. Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt 

and blots out all offenses. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 

For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you: 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word: 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 

For failing to recognize your coming reign, 

and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 

For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, 

and for disdaining the living water Christ offers: Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 

For disregarding voices from the margin, 

and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in the world: 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 

For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, 

and for disregarding Christ’s call to come forth to life: 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 

God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. 

Through faith, the free gift of God, 

you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ. 

In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 

The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead 

dwells in you, pours God’s love into your hearts, 

and gives you life and peace. 

Amen. 

 



GATHERING HYMN: DEAREST JESUS AT YOUR WORD       ELW 520 

 

Verse 1 

Dearest Jesus, at your word 

 we have come again to hear you; 

 let our thoughts and hearts be stirred 

 and in glowing faith be near you 

 as the promises here given 

 draw us wholly up to heaven. 

Verse 2 

All our knowledge, sense, and sight 

 lie in deepest darkness shrouded 

 till your Spirit breaks the night, 

 filling us with light unclouded. 

 All good thoughts and all good living 

 come but by your gracious giving. 

 

 

GREETING: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

KYRIE 

Verse 3 

Radiance of God's glory bright, 

 Light of light from God proceeding, 

 Jesus, send your blessed light; 

 help our hearing, speaking, heeding, 

 that our prayers and songs may please you, 

 as with grateful hearts we praise you. 

Verse 4 

Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 

 praise to you and adoration! 

 Grant us what we need the most: 

 all your gospel's consolation 

 while we here on earth await you, 

 till in heav'n with praise we greet you. 



PRAYER OF THE DAY: God of new life, As Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, 

renew and restore us to new life, leaving in the grave all that prevents us 

from loving you fully. Amen.  

 

GOSPEL READING: John 11:1-44 Read dramatically.  

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her 

sister Martha.  2 Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped 

his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill.  3 So the sisters sent a message to 

Jesus, "Lord, he whom you love is ill."  4 But when Jesus heard it, he said, "This 

illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God's glory, so that the Son of God 

may be glorified through it."  5 Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her 

sister and Lazarus,  6 after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days 

longer in the place where he was.   

7 Then after this he said to the disciples, "Let us go to Judea again."  8 The 

disciples said to him, "Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are 

you going there again?"  9 Jesus answered, "Are there not twelve hours of daylight? 

Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this 

world.  10 But those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them."  

11 After saying this, he told them, "Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am 

going there to awaken him."  12 The disciples said to him, "Lord, if he has fallen 

asleep, he will be all right."  13 Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, 

but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep.  14 Then Jesus told them 

plainly, "Lazarus is dead.  15 For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you 

may believe. But let us go to him."  16 Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his 

fellow disciples, "Let us also go, that we may die with him."   

17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb 

four days.  18 Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away,  19 and 

many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother.  

20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary 

stayed at home.  21 Martha said to Jesus, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother 

would not have died.  22 But even now I know that God will give you whatever you 

ask of him."  23 Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise again."  24 Martha said to 

him, "I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day."  25 Jesus 

said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even 

though they die, will live,  26 and everyone who lives and believes in me will never 

die. Do you believe this?"  27 She said to him, "Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the 

Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world."   

28 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told 

her privately, "The Teacher is here and is calling for you."  29 And when she heard it, 

she got up quickly and went to him.  30 Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, 

but was still at the place where Martha had met him.  31 The Jews who were with 

her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed 

her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there.  32 When 

Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, 



"Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died."  33 When Jesus saw 

her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly 

disturbed in spirit and deeply moved.  34 He said, "Where have you laid him?" They 

said to him, "Lord, come and see."  35 Jesus began to weep.  36 So the Jews said, 

"See how he loved him!"  37 But some of them said, "Could not he who opened the 

eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?"   

38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and 

a stone was lying against it.  39 Jesus said, "Take away the stone." Martha, the 

sister of the dead man, said to him, "Lord, already there is a stench because he has 

been dead four days."  40 Jesus said to her, "Did I not tell you that if you believed, 

you would see the glory of God?"  41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked 

upward and said, "Father, I thank you for having heard me.  42 I knew that you 

always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that 

they may believe that you sent me."  43 When he had said this, he cried with a loud 

voice, "Lazarus, come out!"  44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound 

with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, "Unbind him, 

and let him go." 
 

L: Word of God, word of life, 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

HYMN                     IN DEEPEST NIGHT         ELW 699 

 

Verse 1 

 In deepest night, in darkest days, 

 when harps are hung, no songs we raise, 

 when silence must suffice as praise, 

 yet sounding in us quietly 

 there is the song of God. 

Verse 2 

 When friend was lost, when love deceived, 

 dear Jesus wept, God was bereaved; 

 so with us in our grief God grieves, 

 and round about us mournfully 

 there are the tears of God. 

 
 

SERMON  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Verse 3 

 When through the waters winds our 

path, 

 around us pain, around us death: 

 deep calls to deep, a saving breath, 

 and found beside us faithfully 

 there is the love of God. 

 



HYMN              JESUS IS A ROCK IN A WEARY LAND      ELW 333  

 

Refrain 

 Jesus is a rock in a weary land, 

 a weary land, a weary land; 

 my Jesus is a rock in a weary land, 

 a shelter in a time of storm. 

Verse 1 

 No one can do like Jesus, 

 not a mumbling word he said; 

 he went walking down to Lazarus' grave,  

     and he raised him from the dead.  

     Refrain  

 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CONGREGATION 

Each petition will end with the words: Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Verse 2 

 When Jesus was on earth, 

 the flesh was very weak; 

 he took a towel and girded himself 

 and he washed his disciples' feet.   

     Refrain 

Verse 3 

Yonder comes my Savior, 

 him whom I love so well; 

 he has the palm of victory 

 and the keys of death and hell.   

Refrain 



LORD'S PRAYER 

Give us the courage to follow in the footsteps of Christ,  

who taught us to pray, saying... 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

L: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

L: Let us share God’s peace with one another. 
 

GENEROSITY MOMENT  

 

SENDING HYMN          I WANT JESUS TO WALK WITH ME       ELW 325 

 

Verse 1 

I want Jesus to walk with me; 

 I want Jesus to walk with me; 

 all along my pilgrim journey, 

 Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 

Verse 2 

 In my trials, Lord, walk with me; 

 in my trials, Lord, walk with me; 

 when my heart is almost breaking, 

 Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BLESSING 

P: May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you: 

C: Wherever he may send you; 

P: May he guide you through the wilderness: 

C: Protect you through the storm; 

P: May he bring you home rejoicing:     

C: At the wonders he has shown you; 

P: May he bring you home rejoicing:  

C: Once again into our doors. Amen. 

Verse 3 

When I'm in trouble, Lord, walk with me; 

 when I'm in trouble, Lord, walk with me; 

 when my head is bowed in sorrow, 

 Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 

 

Parish Pulse:                                     

February 15                                  

Participating in Worship: 40 

+ 28 Live Streams                        

Total Offerings:                

February 15                                  

$560 



Worship Assistants Today 

Usher:  Tim Carlson 

Lector: Tim Carlson 

 

Worship Assistants Next Week 

March 1 

Usher: Duane Hanson 

Lector: Kathy Tilderquist 

Hospitality: Marilyn Hanson 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

DISMISSAL 

P: Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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MUSIC FOR FEBRUARY 22, 2026 

 
DEAREST JESUS, AT YOUR HAND   

Text: Tobias Clausnitzer, 1619–1684, sts. 1–3; Gesangbuch, Berlin, 1707, st. 4; 
tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, adapt. 

Music: Johann R. Ahle, 1625–1673 

 
IN DEEPEST NIGHT                                                                                                                                   

Text © 1995 Susan Palo Cherwien, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
Music © 2002 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. www.selahpub.com All rights reserved. 

Used by permission. 

 
JESUS IS A ROCK IN A WEARY LAND 

Arr. © Wyatt Tee Walker 

 

I WANT JESUS TO WALK WITH ME  
Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress 
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