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ANNOUNCING THE DAY
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism,
as the pastor begins with these words.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
whose steadfast love is everlasting,
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation.
Amen.
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Reconciling God,
we confess that we do not trust your abundance,
and we deny your presence in our lives.
We place our hope in ourselves
and rely on our own efforts.
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all.
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit.
We fear difference and do not welcome others
as you have welcomed us.
We sin in thought, word, and deed.
By your grace, forgive us;
through your love, renew us;
and in your Spirit, lead us;
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen.
Beloved of God,
by the radical abundance of divine mercy
we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus,
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace.
Our sins are forgiven. Let us live now in hope.
For hope does not disappoint,
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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GREETING: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY: Merciful God, you teach us in your holy word that you do not
willingly afflict or grieve your children. Look with pity on us as we lament. Remember
us in mercy. Strengthen us in patience, comfort us with the memory of your
goodness, let your presence shine on us, and give us peace, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.
SCRIPTURE READINGS from Job
Job 3:1-10 After this Job opened his mouth and cursed the day of his birth. 2 Job
said: 3 "Let the day perish in which I was born, and the night that said, 'A man-child
is conceived.' 4 Let that day be darkness! May God above not seek it, or light shine
on it. 5 Let gloom and deep darkness claim it. Let clouds settle upon it; let the
blackness of the day terrify it. 6 That night-- let thick darkness seize it! let it not
rejoice among the days of the year; let it not come into the number of the months.
7 Yes, let that night be barren; let no joyful cry be heard in it. 8 Let those curse it
who curse the Sea, those who are skilled to rouse up Leviathan. 9 Let the stars of
its dawn be dark; let it hope for light, but have none; may it not see the eyelids of
the morning-- 10 because it did not shut the doors of my mother's womb, and hide
trouble from my eyes
Job 4:1-9 Then Eliphaz the Temanite answered: 2 "If one ventures a word with
you, will you be offended? But who can keep from speaking? 3 See, you have
instructed many; you have strengthened the weak hands. 4 Your words have
supported those who were stumbling, and you have made firm the feeble knees. 5
But now it has come to you, and you are impatient; it touches you, and you are
dismayed. 6 Is not your fear of God your confidence, and the integrity of your ways
your hope? 7 "Think now, who that was innocent ever perished? Or where were the
upright cut off? 8 As I have seen, those who plow iniquity and sow trouble reap the
same. 9 By the breath of God they perish, and by the blast of his anger they are
consumed.
Job 7:11-21 [Job says,] "Therefore I will not restrain my mouth; I will speak in the
anguish of my spirit; I will complain in the bitterness of my soul. 12 Am I the Sea,
or the Dragon, that you set a guard over me? 13 When I say, 'My bed will comfort
me, my couch will ease my complaint,' 14 then you scare me with dreams and
terrify me with visions, 15 so that I would choose strangling and death rather than
this body. 16 I loathe my life; I would not live forever. Let me alone, for my days
are a breath. 17 What are human beings, that you make so much of them, that you
set your mind on them, 18 visit them every morning, test them every moment? 19
Will you not look away from me for a while, let me alone until I swallow my spittle?
20 If I sin, what do I do to you, you watcher of humanity? Why have you made me
your target? Why have I become a burden to you? 21 Why do you not pardon my
transgression and take away my iniquity? For now I shall lie in the earth; you will
seek me, but I shall not be."
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SERMON
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PROFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE CONGREGATION
Each petition will end with the words: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
LORD'S PRAYER
Give us the courage to follow in the foot steps of Christ, who taught us to pray,
saying...
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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BLESSING
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers,
nor things present, nor things to come,
nor powers, nor height, nor depth,
nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.
God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ,
and the Holy Spirit, the comforter,
bless you and keep you in eternal love.
Amen.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
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