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PRELUDE 
 

ANNOUNCING THE DAY Psalm 32:1-2 

L: Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.   

C: Happy are those to whom the LORD imputes no iniquity,  

and in whose spirit there is no deceit.  
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who sends the word with angels, 

who is made flesh among all peoples, 

and who breathes peace on all the earth. 

Amen. 
 

In Christ, we are bold to name our sin and cry out for peace. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Holy God, 

we confess our sin before you. 

We replace compassion with competition. 

We seek what is mighty while ignoring the meek. 

We are quick to anger but slow to forgive. 

We have not put on love in harmony with you. 

Wrap us in the grace of your powerful Word. 

Swaddle our hearts with your peace, 

that all we do, in word or deed, 

may reflect your love born among us. 

Amen. 
 

I bring you good news of great joy for all people: 

God has come among us in the child born of Mary, Christ the Lord. 

☩ In Christ your sins are forgiven 

and you are clothed in peace. 

Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMN  HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING    ELW 270 
 

 



GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God sent from heaven above, be with 

you all. And also with you.  

KYRIE           

 

 
 

  



HYMN OF PRAISE         

 

 



 

PRAYER OF THE DAY: Glorious God, help us to hear when your chosen voices 

proclaim the work of your son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns in this 

world and the next. Amen.  
 

SCRIPTURE READING: John 1:19-34 This is the testimony given by John when 

the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, "Who are you?"  20 He 

confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, "I am not the Messiah."  21 And they 

asked him, "What then? Are you Elijah?" He said, "I am not." "Are you the prophet?" 

He answered, "No."  22 Then they said to him, "Who are you? Let us have an 

answer for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?"  23 He said, "I am 

the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 'Make straight the way of the Lord,'" as 

the prophet Isaiah said.  24 Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.  25 They 

asked him, "Why then are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, 

nor the prophet?"  26 John answered them, "I baptize with water. Among you 

stands one whom you do not know,  27 the one who is coming after me; I am not 

worthy to untie the thong of his sandal."  28 This took place in Bethany across the 

Jordan where John was baptizing.  29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward 

him and declared, "Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!  

30 This is he of whom I said, 'After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me 

because he was before me.'  31 I myself did not know him; but I came baptizing 

with water for this reason, that he might be revealed to Israel."  32 And John 

testified, "I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on 

him.  33 I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water 

said to me, 'He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who 

baptizes with the Holy Spirit.'  34 And I myself have seen and have testified that 

this is the Son of God." 
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SERMON  
 

HYMN   ANGELS, FROM THE REALMS OF GLORY    ELW 275 
 

CONFESSION OF FAITH using the words of the Apostles' Creed  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ,  

God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 
 

On the third day he rose again;  



he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CONGREGATON: Each petition will end with the words: Lord, in 

your mercy. Please respond with: hear our prayer. 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever. Amen. 
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GENEROSITY MOMENT:  
 

SENDING HYMN:  O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL     ELW 283 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

BLESSING 

The God of hope 

fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound in hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus, the Word made flesh. 

Amen. 
 

DISMISSAL 

L: Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior.   

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE by Connor Samuelson 

 



Scott Sorenson, Linda Thompson, Max Tilderquist, Irene Carpenter, Paul 

Mikaelsen, Jay Mikaelsen, The family of Don Eckhoff (Pastor Maureen’s father), 

and Sonia Peterson.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to donate to Vasa for general expenses or church 

upkeep, or to the Vasa Museum, you can now use the Vanco Mobile app. 

Search for the Vanco Mobile app on your Smartphone, download it, 

search for Vasa Lutheran Church, and then you can choose where you 

would like your donation to go. Vasa has been using Vanco as our company for electronic 

payments for many years and it has a very secure system. Giving through Vanco Mobile is very 

easy. You can make a one time payment or arrange a payment which occurs on a regular basis. 

You can also find information concerning this on the church's website, vasalutheran.org. 

 

 

 
Parish Pulse: 

December 19, 2021 
Participating in Worship: 120 
(5 at WEW on 12/22/2021) 
Total Offerings: $6,465.00 

 
 

 

 

 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
 
Usher: Jim Hedeen 
Reader: Volunteer needed 
 
Assisting Next Week: 
Usher: Randy Klein 
Reader: Geri Lindholm 
Communion Asst: Duane Hanson 
 
 
  

http://vasalutheran.org/


 
 
 

 
 

 Sunday School will resume on Sunday, January 9th at 9:00 in the Lutheran Center. 

Faith Formation will resume on Wednesday, January 5th at 5:30 in the Lutheran 

Center. We will return to using the Friends and Heroes curriculum featuring the 

animated adventures of two friends—Macky and Portia—as they fight for justice, and 

even survival, against the might of the roman empire. Class begins with an animated 

video which introduces a Bible story. Each week the lesson alternates between Old and 

New Testament lessons.  

 Adult Bible Study:  Sunday Morning Adult Bible study will reconvene on Sunday, 

January 9th at 10:15 in the Fellowship Room at the Lutheran Center. Scheduling in 

December got in the way for us to complete our study of the Animals at the Manger so 

we will complete it in early January. Beginning on January 23 we will have a five part 

Bible Study on the book of James.  

 January 9 Animals at the Manger: Cattle 
 January 16 Animals at the Manger: Donkeys 
 January 23 James, chapter 1 
 January 30 James, chapter 2 
 February 6 James, chapter 3 
 February 13 James, chapter 4 
 February 20 James, chapter 5 
 

 First Communion for current fifth grade students will begin on Sunday, March 20 at 

10:15 in the Lutheran Center. Their first communion will occur on Maundy Thursday, 

April 14 at 7:00. 

 
 Confirmation for 7th and 8th graders will resume on Wednesday, January 5th at 5:30. 

Over the next 9 weeks we will study the 10 Commandments. 

 

 

 

opportunities for all ages at Vasa!  



We, the Vasa Congregation, 
Called by God, commit to: 

Worshipping together, 
Growing in Faith, 
Serving Others, 

Welcoming and Loving All. 
 

 

 

 

 

Vasa Lutheran Church 

office@vasalutheran.org 

651.258.4327 
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