Vasa Lutheran Church
He is Risen! He is risen, indeed!
Pastor Maureen Hagen

Accompanist: Anne Anderson

Sunday, April 11, 2021
ANNOUNCING THE DAY
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
L: Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ,
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
Water will be poured into the font as we give thanks.
We thank you, risen Christ,
for these waters where you make us new,
leading us from death to life, from tears to joy.
We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us
in the grace-filled waters of rebirth,
like rains to our thirsting earth,
like streams that revive our souls,
like cups of cool water shared with strangers.
Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear.
Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness.
Send us companions on our journey as we share your life.
Make us one, risen Christ.
Cleanse our hearts.
Shower us with life.
To you be given all praise,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God,
now and forever.
Amen.
GATHERING HYMN

ALLELUIA! JESUS IS RISEN
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GREETING
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: and also with you.

KYRIE

PRAYER OF THE DAY: Mysterious and Divine Presence, Too often our hearts
burn within us because our bodies know before our minds that you are here
working in us and through us in this world. Open our eyes, and help us to
recognize you in all places and in all people, for the sake of the one whose
presence is never far, Jesus Christ. Amen.
SCRIPTURE READINGS:
Psalm 30
L: I will extol you, O LORD, for you have drawn me up,
and did not let my foes rejoice over me.
C: O LORD my God, I cried to you for help,
and you have healed me.
L: O LORD, you brought up my soul from Sheol,
restored me to life from among those gone down to the Pit.
C: Sing praises to the LORD, O you his faithful ones,
and give thanks to his holy name.
L: For his anger is but for a moment;
his favor is for a lifetime.
C: Weeping may linger for the night,
but joy comes with the morning.
L: As for me, I said in my prosperity, "I shall never be moved."
C By your favor, O LORD,
you had established me as a strong mountain;
you hid your face; I was dismayed.
L: To you, O LORD, I cried, and to the LORD I made supplication:
C: "What profit is there in my death,
if I go down to the Pit?
Will the dust praise you?
Will it tell of your faithfulness?
L: Hear, O LORD, and be gracious to me!
O LORD, be my helper!"
C: You have turned my mourning into dancing;
you have taken off my sackcloth and clothed me with joy,
so that my soul may praise you and not be silent.
O LORD my God, I will give thanks to you forever.

Luke 24:13-35 Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called
Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, 14 and talking with each other about
all these things that had happened. 15 While they were talking and discussing,
Jesus himself came near and went with them, 16 but their eyes were kept from
recognizing him. 17 And he said to them, "What are you discussing with each other
while you walk along?" They stood still, looking sad. 18 Then one of them, whose
name was Cleopas, answered him, "Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does
not know the things that have taken place there in these days?" 19 He asked them,
"What things?" They replied, "The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a
prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 20 and how our
chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified
him. 21 But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides
all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. 22 Moreover, some
women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, 23
and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that they had
indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. 24 Some of those who
were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did
not see him." 25 Then he said to them, "Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of
heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! 26 Was it not necessary that
the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?" 27 Then
beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about
himself in all the scriptures. 28 As they came near the village to which they were
going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. 29 But they urged him strongly,
saying, "Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over."
So he went in to stay with them. 30 When he was at the table with them, he took
bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened,
and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. 32 They said to each
other, "Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road,
while he was opening the scriptures to us?" 33 That same hour they got up and
returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions gathered
together. 34 They were saying, "The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to
Simon!" 35 Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he had been
made known to them in the breaking of the bread.
L: Word of God, word of life,
C: Thanks be to God.

HYMN:

EMMAUS BOUND ON EASTER DAY
O WALY WALY ("Though I May Speak")

Emmaus-bound on Easter Day,
Two travelers walked along the way.
They'd once had hope, but hope had died
When you, O Lord, were crucified.
When you appeared beside the two,
They could not see that it was you;
But as they talked and shared their pain,
You gave them hope and joy again.
For as you spoke to them God's word,
Explaining all they'd seen and heard,
They understood what God had done
And that a new day had begun.
They shared their home; you broke the bread.
They saw you, risen from the dead!
That moment's grace helped them to see
The gift of God's eternity.
In scripture and at table, too,
O Risen Lord, may we know you.
And may your presence give us grace
To share God's love in every place.
Biblical Reference: Luke 24:13-35
Tune: Traditional English melody ("Though I May Speak")
Text: Copyright © 2009 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved.
Printed with permission.
SERMON
HYMN

NOW THE GREEN BLADE RISES

CONFESSION OF FAITH using the words of the Apostles' Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
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he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE CONGREGATON: Each petition will end with the words: Lord, in
your mercy. Please respond with: hear our prayer.
GENEROSITY MOMENT
CONSECRATION OF COMMUNION ELEMENTS: After the consecration of the
communion elements you will be invited to partake in the body and blood of Christ.
We believe that God is present with us whether we are kneeling at a railing, sitting in
a pew or in our homes.
Blessed are you, O God of the universe.
Your mercy is everlasting
and your faithfulness endures from age to age.
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness
to the land of milk and honey.
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
With this bread and cup
we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
O God of resurrection and new life:
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us
and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast.
Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us.
Send us forth,
burning with justice, peace, and love.
Come, Holy Spirit.
With your holy ones of all times and places,
with the earth and all its creatures,
with sun and moon and stars,
we praise you, O God,
blessed and holy Trinity,
now and forever.
Amen.
THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
MUSICAL INTERLUDE
BLESSING AND PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P: The body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ be with you now and
forever. Amen.

PRAYER Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our
hearts. Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses,
that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.
SENDING HYMN:

GOOD CHRISTIAN FRIENDS, REJOICE
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BLESSING
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom
to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus.
The God of life,
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
Amen.
DISMISSAL
L: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
L: Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Today we celebrate the First Communion of
Julia Fleming, daughter of Becca Fleming

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Scott Sorenson, Linda Thompson, Max Tilderquist, Eileen Anderson,
Paul Mikaelson, Gloria Skog, Merle Pearson.

Parish Pulse:
April 4, 2021
Participating in Worship: All – In Spirit
(87 in-person + 42 on Maundy Thursday
+ 19 on Good Friday
Total Offerings: $3,665.00.00

Fun Facts about the March Community dinner!
 328 Meals served in all
 109 Vasa Members did Drive Thru
 78 Non Members did Drive Thru
 30 Meals delivered to members
 64 Meals Delivered to nonmembers plus 47 from the Plaza
Pick up/deliveries came from: Spring Garden, Cannon Falls, Welch, Goodhue, Wanamingo, Red
Wing & Vasa

Really, Really proud of our members that help & participate!
all you do! Sue

Thanks for

The Vasa Rummage & Bake Sale is
coming up! Mark your calendars for
April 22-23, with bag lunches provided
each day.
Drop off your gently used items anytime
from April 17-20. Bake Sale items can be
dropped off on April 21. See the Vasa
Voice for more details on times, items to
donate, etc.

Wednesday Evening Worship +Everyday Bible Conversation
resumes on April 21 at 6:30pm in the Fellowship Room at the
Lutheran Center. Per our usual custom, we will also celebrate
Holy Communion. It will be good to be together again.

Pastor Maureen will be on vacation starting after worship
today (4/11) and will return to the office on Monday, April
19. Dahmon Romness will lead worship on April 18, 2021.
There will be no pre-recorded service. Virtual Sunday
school will be available.

