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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 

whose compassion endures forever. 

Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin to God. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Compassionate God, 

we confess to you all our sins. 

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 

In your mercy, call us back to you. 

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 

Restore us to dwell in your peace. 

In Christ’s name we pray, 

Amen. 
 

Jesus says, “Come to me, 

all you who are weary 

and are carrying heavy burdens, 

and I will give you rest.” 

In the name of God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

I declare to you that your sins are forgiven. 

Rest in God’s love. 

Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMN   ALL ARE WELCOME   ELW 641 
 

GREETING: Grace to you and peace from our risen Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

May the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you. 
 

 

 

  



KYRIE 

 



HYMN OF PRAISE 

 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY: God of justice, you have shown yourself in this world in 

the poor, the hungry, and the needy. Make us willing participants of your 

grace and generosity, so that when you come again, we will know your face. 

We pray these things in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen.  
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Micah 6:6-8 "With what shall I come before the 

LORD, and bow myself before God on high? Shall I come before him with burnt 

offerings, with calves a year old?  7 Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of 

rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my 

transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?"  8 He has told you, O 

mortal, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you but to do justice, and 

to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 
 

EPISTLE READING: 1 John 4:7 - 12 Beloved, let us love one another, because 

love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.  8 Whoever 

does not love does not know God, for God is love.  9 God's love was revealed among 

us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through 

him.  10 In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son 

to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  11 Beloved, since God loved us so much, we 

also ought to love one another.  12 No one has ever seen God; if we love one 

another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us  
 

GOSPEL READING: Matthew 25:31 - 46 "When the Son of Man comes in his 

glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory.  32 All 

the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from 

another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats,  33 and he will put the 

sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left.  34 Then the king will say to those 

at his right hand, 'Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom 

prepared for you from the foundation of the world;  35 for I was hungry and you 

gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger 

and you welcomed me,  36 I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and 

you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.'  37 Then the righteous will 

answer him, 'Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or 

thirsty and gave you something to drink?  38 And when was it that we saw you a 

stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing?  39 And when was it 

that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?'  40 And the king will answer 

them, 'Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are 

members of my family, you did it to me.'  41 Then he will say to those at his left 

hand, 'You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the 

devil and his angels;  42 for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty 

and you gave me nothing to drink,  43 I was a stranger and you did not welcome 

me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit 

me.'  44 Then they also will answer, 'Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or 

thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?'  45 



Then he will answer them, 'Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the 

least of these, you did not do it to me.'  46 And these will go away into eternal 

punishment, but the righteous into eternal life."   
 

L: Word of God, word of life, C: Thanks be to God. 
 

HYMN     WE ARE CALLED   ELW 720 
 

SERMON  
 

HYMN    LET STREAMS OF LIVING JUSTICE     ELW 710 
 

PROFESSION OF FAITH  “I Believe”           

to the tune of “Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service” 

I believe in God the Father, the Almighty God above, 

Maker of the earth and heaven which were formed in God’s great love. 

And in Jesus, loving Jesus, God's own Son, who makes us new. 

This, the creed of generations, is the faith for our church, too. 
 

Jesus, by God's Holy Spirit, was so wondrously conceived, 

Born unto the Virgin Mary, who your promises believed. 

Jesus suffering under Pilate, on a cross was crucified. 

Soldiers mocked him, friends denied him; he hung there until he died. 
 

So it was, our Lord was buried, in a borrowed tomb he lay. 

To the dead he then descended, where was joy on earth that day? 

There is more to God's great story: In three days he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, and he sits at God's right hand. 
 

I believe what God has promised: Christ will come as he has said. 

He will judge the nations' peoples, both the living and the dead. 

I believe God's Holy Spirit makes the church one family. 

We're surrounded by God's people, saints who in our Lord believe. 
 

I believe that God forgives us for the times we turn away, 

And that God will raise our bodies on that resurrection day. 

We rejoice we'll live forever, singing praise to God's great name. 

This, the creed of generations, is the faith that we proclaim. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CONGREGATION : Each petition will end with the words: Lord, 

in your mercy. Please respond with: hear our prayer. 

  



SHARING OF THE PEACE 

L: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

L: Let us share God’s peace with one another. 
 

GENEROSITY MOMENT 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 

Your mercy is everlasting 

and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
 

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 

Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 

Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 

to the land of milk and honey. 

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 

Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

With this bread and cup 

we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life 

as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
 

O God of resurrection and new life: 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 

and on these gifts of bread and wine. 

Bless this feast.  

Grace our table with your presence. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

 



Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 

Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 

Breathe new life into us. 

Send us forth, 

burning with justice, peace, and love. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

With the earth and all its creatures, 

with sun and moon and stars, 

we praise you, O God, 

blessed and holy Trinity, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Give us the courage to follow in the footsteps of Christ,  

who taught us to pray, saying... 

Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen.  
 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 

We will receive communion by intinction. All are welcome at the Lord's table. You 

don't need to be a member of Vasa, nor do you need to be a Lutheran to receive the 

body and blood of Christ today. The wafers are gluten free and non-alcoholic wine is 

available for those who have dietary restrictions. Children are welcome to come 

forward and will receive a blessing. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION Holy One, through this meal you have made 

your home among us and are making all things new. Send us now to speak 

peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to bring your healing to 

the nations. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
 

PRESENTATION TO GRADUATING SENIORS 
 

SENDING HYMN   GO MY CHILDREN WITH MY BLESSING      ELW 543 
 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

BLESSING 

P: May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you: 

C: Wherever he may send you;  

P: May he guide you through the wilderness: 

C: Protect you through the storm; 

P: May he bring you home rejoicing: 

C: At the wonders he has shown you; 

P: May he bring you home rejoicing:  

C: Once again into our doors. Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 

P: Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

MUSIC FOR MAY 17, 2026 

ALL ARE WELCOME  
Text and music © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. 

www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
WE ARE CALLED 

Text and music © 1988 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. 
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

LET STREAMS OF LIVING JUSTICE  
Text © 1989 William Whitla 

GO MY CHILDREN WITH MY BLESSING 
Text © 1983 Concordia Publishing House 

Outside USA: Arr. from The English Hymnal, © Oxford University Press 1906 
Reprinted/Streamed with Permission under                                                                              

ONE LICENSE #A-740635                                                                      
CCLI #22330766 & 22330759                                                                             

All rights reserved 
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Laurie Poole (Rosann Pearson’s Granddaughter) graduated this spring from the 

Southwest Minnesota State University in Marshall in Early Elementary Education! 


