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Sunday, March 7, 2021
ANNOUNCING THE DAY
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
the keeper of the covenant,
the source of steadfast love,
our rock and our redeemer.
Amen.
God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the
one who is full of compassion.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Fountain of living water,
pour out your mercy over us.
Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free.
Rebuild what we have ruined
and mend what we have torn.
Wash us in your cleansing flood.
Make us alive in the Spirit
to follow in the way of Jesus,
as healers and restorers of the world you so love.
Amen.
Beloved, God’s word never fails.
The promise rests on grace:
by the saving love of Jesus Christ,
the wisdom and power of God,
your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God remembers them no more.
Journey in the way of Jesus.
Amen.
GATHERING HYMN

JESUS, KEEP ME NEAR THE CROSS
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. Amen.

KYRIE

PRAYER OF THE DAY: Rejoicing Father, You celebrate when one of your lost
children is found because no one is worthless to you. We stand humbled and
in awe that you would count us among your most prized possessions. Give
us eyes to see the priceless value of every living soul, for the sake of the
one who became human for the sake of our souls, Jesus Christ our
seeker. Amen.
SCRIPTURE READINGS:
Psalm 119:167-176
L: My soul keeps your decrees;
C: I love them exceedingly.
L: I keep your precepts and decrees,
C: for all my ways are before you.
L: Let my cry come before you, O LORD;
C: give me understanding according to your word.
L: Let my supplication come before you;
C: deliver me according to your promise.
L: My lips will pour forth praise,
C: because you teach me your statutes.
L: My tongue will sing of your promise,
C: for all your commandments are right.
L: Let your hand be ready to help me,
C: for I have chosen your precepts.
L: I long for your salvation, O LORD,
C: and your law is my delight.
L: Let me live that I may praise you,
C: and let your ordinances help me.
L: I have gone astray like a lost sheep;
C: seek out your servant, for I do not forget your commandments.
Luke 15
Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. 2 And the
Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, "This fellow welcomes sinners
and eats with them."
3 So he told them this parable: 4 "Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and
losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the
one that is lost until he finds it? 5 When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders
and rejoices. 6 And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and
neighbors, saying to them, 'Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was
lost.' 7 Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who
repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.
8 "Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a
lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? 9 When she has

found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, 'Rejoice with me, for I
have found the coin that I had lost.' 10 Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the
presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents."
11 Then Jesus said, "There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger of them
said to his father, 'Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.'
So he divided his property between them. 13 A few days later the younger son
gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country, and there he squandered his
property in dissolute living. 14 When he had spent everything, a severe famine took
place throughout that country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and
hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to
feed the pigs. 16 He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs
were eating; and no one gave him anything. 17 But when he came to himself he
said, 'How many of my father's hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but
here I am dying of hunger! 18 I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to
him, "Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; 19 I am no longer
worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands."' 20 So he set
off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was
filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. 21
Then the son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I
am no longer worthy to be called your son.' 22 But the father said to his slaves,
'Quickly, bring out a robe-- the best one-- and put it on him; put a ring on his finger
and sandals on his feet. 23 And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and
celebrate; 24 for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is
found!' And they began to celebrate.
25 "Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the
house, he heard music and dancing. 26 He called one of the slaves and asked what
was going on. 27 He replied, 'Your brother has come, and your father has killed the
fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.' 28 Then he became
angry and refused to go in. His father came out and began to plead with him. 29
But he answered his father, 'Listen! For all these years I have been working like a
slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given
me even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this
son of yours came back, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed
the fatted calf for him!' 31 Then the father said to him, 'Son, you are always with
me, and all that is mine is yours. 32 But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because
this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been
found.'"
L: Word of God, word of life,
C: Thanks be to God.
HYMN
MEDITATION

THE KING OF LOVE MY SHEPHERD IS
We will sing verses 1 through 3.
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HYMN

THE KING OF LOVE MY SHEPHERD IS
We will sing verses 4 through 6.
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CONFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE CONGREGATON: Each petition will end with the words: Lord, in
your mercy. Please respond with: hear our prayer.
GENEROSITY MOMENT
CONSECRATION OF COMMUNION ELEMENTS: After the words of institution you
will be invited to partake in the body and blood of Christ. We believe that God is
present with us in our homes as we share in this sacred meal.
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.
You are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory.
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal life.
We give you thanks for his coming into the world
to fulfill for us your holy will
and to accomplish all things for our salvation.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
We pray for the gift of your Spirit:
in our gathering; within this meal;
among your people; throughout the world.
Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus,
by your Spirit, in your church, without end. Amen.
THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
MUSICAL INTERLUDE
BLESSING AND PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P: The body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ be with you now and
forever. Amen.
PRAYER God of steadfast love, at this table you gather your people into one
body for the sake of the world. Send us in the power of your Spirit, that our
lives bear witness to the love that has made us new in Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.
SENDING HYMN:

ALL PEOPLE THAT ON EARTH DO DWELL

BLESSING
You are what God made you to be:
created in Christ Jesus for good works,
chosen as holy and beloved,
freed to serve your neighbor.
God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing,
in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity.
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Amen.
Dismissal
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.

Scott Sorenson, Linda Thompson, Max Tilderquist, Jerry McRae, Eileen
Anderson, Paul Mikaelson, Gloria Skog, Bob Crouse, Pauline Carlson,
Einar Norman, Merle Pearson.

Our Lenten theme is Suffering and Redemption: the Women of
Genesis. Each week as a part of worship we will read a difficult
story from the book of Genesis. On March 10 we will hear the
story of four women: Rachel, Leah, Bilhah, and Zilpah. The
underlying theme is "Rivaling and Reconciling." The Scripture text
is from Genesis 29 and 30.
Print created by Scott Duffus and reprinted with permission.

Community Dinner resumes next Wednesday evening. Pickups begin at 5:30 AFTER all the delivery orders are sent
out. You should have had your reservations to the office
by Wednesday, March 3!

In case you’ve been wondering what in the world is going on at
the Lutheran Center on Wednesday nights—It’s the Cannon Falls
chapter of Just For Kix Dance classes! They began meeting at the
LC last fall when COVID protocols forced them to move from their
previous location. We were delighted to offer them a safe alternative.
Anyone wishing to donate to the Lutheran Disaster
Response in TX, make your checks payable to:
Lutheran Disaster Response. (put U.S. Severe
Storms on the memo line).
Mail to: Lutheran Disaster Relief
ELCA Gift Processing Center
PO Box 1809
Merrifield, VA 22116-8009

First Communion Classes begin this morning after worship. We will
continue to meet each Sunday morning at the Lutheran Center through
March 28.

March 14, 2021!

