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Randy Lindholm drove the Vasa Lutheran Museum’s model T car in the 4th of July parade in Vasa. The
museum displayed a banner made to honor Bernard Anderson, long time member of the Museum Committee.

August 2019 Happenings
August 6: 2019 Night to Unite–6-8 pm
Night to Unite (formerly National Night Out) is a community & police awareness-building event,
bringing everyone from the neighborhood together to learn about each other. It allows Vasa
Lutheran Church to reach out as neighbors providing a spiritual place to gather while building a safe
and strong partnership with all of our Vasa neighbors. Enjoy food, games, and fun including visits
from our local fire and police departments and other township officials. Bring your lawn chairs
and consider bringing an item for our local food shelves. See you there!

August 8: Bloodmobile–1-7 pm
Save a life & donate blood! At the Vasa Lutheran Center from 1pm until 7pm, the American Red
Cross will host a blood drive. Refreshments will also be served throughout the event for those giving
blood.

August 15: Women’s Bible Study–9:30 am at the Vasa Lutheran Center

Pastor’s Thought for August
Zero sum is defined as "of, relating to, or being in a situation (such as a game or relationship) in which a gain for one side entails a corresponding loss for the other." Sometimes this phrase is used in economic situations to suggest that there is only so much
money, food, or resources to go around. The idea is that when it is all distributed there will be no more
for those who weren't in the right place at the time of distribution. In other words, there is only so much
to go around and there are simply winners and losers in the game of life. Grab what you can in the game
of life because if you don't someone else will and you will go without.
When Jesus fed the 5,000 the disciples were mystified. Philip looked at the crowd and said, 'Six months'
wages would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little.' Then Andrew, another of the disciples, told Jesus that there was a boy there who had five loaves and two fish. But even he doubted and
said, 'But what are they among so many people?'
As we all know Jesus fed the entire crowd. Likely it was significantly more than 5,000 people because the
count didn't include the women and children. However Jesus managed this miracle we know that something powerful happened. Somehow everyone present ate and was satisfied. There were even baskets of
leftovers!
Jesus doesn't play zero sum games. In God's economy there is enough for all. I think this is an applicable
truth for our lives. We don't need to fear that we will run out. There is enough for us and for our neighbor. When you start to feel the anxiety that "there won't be enough" pause to breathe deeply and remember that Jesus knows our needs and will supply us with all that we need.
Matthew 6:30 - 34 But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is
thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you-- you of little faith? 31 Therefore do not worry,
saying, 'What will we eat?' or 'What will we drink?' or 'What will we wear?' 32 For it is the Gentiles who
strive for all these things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. 33 But
strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.
34 "So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. Today's trouble is
enough for today.

~Pastor Maureen

Happy Birthday to Yvonne Belin
Yvonne Belin, wife of former pastor Ralph
Belin, turns 90 on Sunday, Aug. 18. For her
birthday, she has asked for remembrances of
her time here at Vasa to be sent to her.
Yvonne’s address is 4710 Cumberland St.,
Apt. 231, Shoreview, MN 55126

VASA EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Treasurer’s Report
June, 2019

For the Month of June:
Checkbook Balance, June 1, 2019
General Fund Contributions:
Total Funds Available
Budget Approved Monthly Expenses:
Checkbook Balance, June 30, 2019

Mission Investment Fund, May 30, 2019
Mission Investment Fund, June 30, 2019

$ 44,997.17
10,378.50
55,375.67
16,608.12
$ 38,767.55

$80,727.35
$80,799.68

Volunteers for August
USHERS
Rick Samuelson
Duane Hanson
Bruce Tilderquist
Rodney Nelson

Birthdays
2

7
8
9
10
11
12
13

READERS
4 BJ Norman
11 Mark Hagen
18 Dahmon Romness
25 Jim Hedeen
GREETER
Dahmon Romness
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS
4 Terri Mandelkow
18 Kevin Hanson
COMMUNION SET-UP
Terri Mandelkow

Apologies for mistakes or
omissions. If you know of any
birthdays that are missing or
wrong, please contact the Vasa
church office. THANKS!

14
15
17
18
19
20
21
22

23
24
26
28
31

Faith Life Night
Throughout the summer we continue to have Wednesday
evening worship with communion at 6:15 pm in the
Fellowship Room of the Lutheran Center.
If you are busy on the weekend or away with travel, you
are invited to join us.

Corey McCann
Lauryn O’Reilly
Gloria Skog
Kevin Hanson
Callie Schmidt
Madison McCann
Andrew Ahern
James Freeberg
Dustin Carpenter
John Flueger
Christopher Schaffer
Carolyn Gardiner
Lucas Anderson
Rose Lexvold
Richard Jacobson
Duane Hanson
Avery Schaffer
Ainslie Hanson
Evans Josephson
Pauline Carlson
Brad Anderson
Kayla Eckblad
Kerry Finne
Nicholas Weigman
David Carlson
Warren Schmidt
Logan Widstrom
Carolyn Lindstrom
Marvin Fredrickson
Allyssa Lee

June, 2019 Museum Board Minutes
The Vasa Museum Board met on June 4, 2019 at the Vasa House.
Board members present, Randy Lindholm, Audrey Rosener, Al Lindell, Rodney Nelson, Randy Klein, Judy
Scripture, B J Norman and Faye Drewianka.
Secretary’s Report was read and approved after corrections
Treasurers Report was read and approved. Total monies on hand are $15,010.37.
Rodney Nelson has new sign made to set out during our Soup Luncheon and also for the Pancake Breakfast.
Al has new furnace bids, Sylvander was $9375. for a 2 ton heat pump. Smith Heating was $7850 for a 2 top
heat pump with 92% efficiency with a 1 stage standard blower. Lindell Heating was 7850 for a 2 1/2 ton heat
pump with 97% efficiency and includes wiring. BJ Norman made motion to go with Lindell Heating to put
furnace and heat pump in and second by Randy Klein.
Al asked Nardini if we could possibly go different route than land line and Nardini will work to see if another
solution would be possible.
Working loom is here in garage. Gerry Lindstrom has been asked to write up history of the loom. We will
need to do some adjusting to move it to the basement of the muse- um.
Randy is working on Museum porch still needs coat of paint. Mark Hagen is working on storm windows
Al Lindell applied for Operation Round Up money. Al will set up the LP contract for 1000 gallons.
Clean up day is Tuesday June 11 at 9:00.
Discussion on rock around Vasa House. Randy Lindholm will get prices.
Next board meeting will be on July 4, 2019 while setting up for the Annual Vasa Parade with Root Beer
Floats. We will have the Museum open from 1:00 to 2:30. Discussion on doing something in memory of
Bernard Anderson for the Parade. Faye will work on banner. Randy Klein will apply for Thrivent Money, Al
will do supplies, Dan will bring freezer. Audrey will put in voice and bulletin. B.J. will take care of signage.
Randy Lindholm made motion to adjourn and second by Rodney Nelson
Closed with the Lords Prayer. Faye Drewianka Secretary

Vasa Softball Team
The Vasa softball team won the
championship of the Red Wing
Church League on Saturday, July
27, 2019. The team’s record in
season play was 7 wins and 3
losses.
Picture ID: Kids in front: Josie
Finne, Ally Finne, Joel Hyllengren,
Audrey Hyllengren, Connor
Hyllengren. Row 1: Ben Wiles,
Shane Siepelmeyer, Chris Finne,
Coty Hyllengren, Steve
Christianson. Row 2: Shawn
Hayes, Matt Thom, Shane Linder,
Pete Carroll, Jordan Shull, Aaron
Hayes
Not pictured: Todd Anderson,
Justin Lance and Jared O'Connor

Save the Date: Bishop Delzer's
Retirement Reception on August 18
The people of the synod are invited to
attend Bishop Delzer's Retirement
Reception on Sunday, August 18 at Our
Savior's Lutheran Church in Faribault (1207
Prairie Ave SW). The open
house reception will be from 2-4PM with
a celebration and sending program from
4-4:30PM.

Save your Family Fare and Econofoods
receipts! We’re raising money for Vasa
through Direct Your Dollars

As we prepare to honor and say farewell to Bishop Delzer, you
may wish to express your appreciation in a tangible way. Two
special opportunities have been lifted up:
● Help to provide the Bishop with a mountaintop

experience on Mount Kilimanjaro in Tanzania. Because
of his other commitments, Bishop Delzer chose not to
take an earned sabbatical this past year. Viewing this
as a spiritual pilgrimage, climbing Kilimanjaro is a longtime dream for him. You can support him in fulfilling his
dream by your gift.
● Make a special gift in honor of Bishop Delzer to support

the ministry of Pastor Wal Reat with the South
Sudanese refugees living in the Gambela region of
Ethiopia. Under Bishop Delzer’s leadership our synod
became a leader in establishing this global partnership
of the ELCA.
Gifts will be collected at the reception. If you are unable to
attend and would like to honor Bishop Delzer with a gift, please
forward it to: SE MN Synod - 1001 14th St NW, Suite 300 Rochester, MN 55901. Please indicate the designation of your
gift: Bishop’s Mountaintop Experience or Pastor Wal’s
Ministry . Thank you for your generosity!

Direct Your Dollars is a receipt-based program,
meaning that we can raise money simply by doing
something we all do each week – going to the
grocery store.
Every time you shop at your local Family Fare or
Econofoods store, save your receipts – and
encourage your friends and family to do the same.
Once we’ve collected $150,000 in receipts from
these stores, we can turn those slips of paper into a
$1,000 check for Vasa!
To reach our goal of $150,000 in receipts, we’ll be
collecting eligible receipts in our Direct Your
Dollars envelope. The envelope has the DYD logo
on it, and it’s located at the entrance to our
Church and the Lutheran Center. Please make
sure you drop off the original receipt – that’s how
we earn our $1,000 check. At the present time, we
have $27,000 worth of receipts so we can use all
the help we can get!
If you aren’t able to drop your receipts off in
person, you can also mail them to 15235 Norelius
Road, Welch, MN 55089.
Through the Direct Your Dollars program, we can
turn YOUR Family Fare and Econofoods
receipts into cash!

Thursday, August 15 ,
at 9:30am.
st

All women are
welcome for Bible
study and fellowship!
WELCA = Women of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America

Visit us on our web
page for current
information!
www.vasalutheran.org

News from St. Luke Lutheran
Church in Goodhue
St. Luke’s pastor, Regina Hassanally was elected
Bishop of the SE Minnesota ELCA Synod at the
Conference Assembly on June 1, 2019. Her last
day at St. Luke was Sunday, July 14. Pastor
Regina will be installed as Bishop at St. John
Lutheran Church in Owatonna on September 14 at
2 pm. Anyone is welcome to attend this service.
St. Luke has an interim pastor hired who will start
August 1. He is Pastor Kris D. J. Ferkin. Pastor
Kris has been the interim pastor in Kiester, MN.

HELP NEEDED
The Vasa Blood drive on August 8 needs one person to
help with registration of donors from 12:45 - 4 pm. The
duties include welcoming donors, making name-tags,
and keeping the refreshment table stocked. Please call
the church office if you can help.
Our free Community Dinners will start again on
September 12. Watch for the sign-up sheets asking for
donations of food and time to make this event successful.

THANK YOU!!
The kitchen committee would like to say a huge
“THANK YOU” to Marvin Fredrickson. Once a month
he cleans (a special solution) the stainless steel sinks,
dishwasher & counter top sparkling clean in the kitchen
at the center. When you see him the next time, make
sure you tell him thank you!
Thanks also to those members who count offerings every
Sunday. Counters include: Marvin Fredrickson, Arleen
Stahnke, Jill Anderson, Terri Mandelkow, Vicki Weckerling, Bruce Tilderquist, and Kathy Tilderquist. If you
would like to volunteer to help count, contact Kathy.

INTERESTED IN
ATTENDING A PERFORMANCE OF THE CHURCH BASEMENT LADIES?
The Church Basement Ladies will be performing a new play: “Hark, the Basement
Ladies Sing” at the Ames Center in Burnsville. This play takes place in Dec, 1960.
The community is trying to record a special
Christmas greeting for one of their boys
serving overseas. While the ladies get
cookies and coffee ready, the pastor gets a
case of stage fright, there is a piglet in the
kitchen, and more. The audience will be
encouraged to sing along with the Christmas carols being played during the performance. If you would like to attend this play
on Thursday, Nov. 7 at 1 pm with a group
from Vasa, please let the church office
know by Tuesday, Aug 6. Groups of 10 can
get tickets for $28 per person and we can
try to arrange some car pool. The per person charge if there’s less than a group of 10
is $34 each. There might be a ticket fee for
purchasing the tickets online also.

2019 Night to Unite

Join us for the annual former National Night Out

party!

Tuesday, August 6th, 2019
6:00pm – 8:00pm
Bring your Lawn Chairs!!

Hosted by Vasa Lutheran Church and Vasa
Township
located at County Rd 7 & Hwy 19

Build neighborhood involvement by bringing
our Local Fire & Police Departments and
other Township officials together.
Enjoy Food, Games,& Fun with your neighbors!
Get to know one another in your neighborhood.
Please consider bringing an item for our local Food Shelves
Call us with Questions: 651-258-4327 or Email: vasalutheran@sleepyeyetel.net

Free
Vasa Community
Dinner
Are you hungry for conversation
and neighborliness?

September 2019 – May 2020
Monthly Menu

Join us on the
2nd Wednesday of
every month!
5:30pm – 6:30pm

Vasa Lutheran Center
15235 Norelius Road
Welch, MN

September 11th
October 9th
November 13th

Chicken
Roast Beef
Turkey

*(please bring a T-shirt/shirt for a veteran)

December 11th
January 8th
February 12th

Swedish Meatballs
Escalloped Potatoes
& Ham

Beef Stew

*(please bring a non-perishable item for the food shelf)

March 11th
April 8th

Meatloaf
Chicken Alfredo

*(we are accepting monetary donations to ELCA Global
Barnyard)

May 13th

Socializing during and
after dinner!
We have happily served over 10,000 FREE meals since we
started 8 years ago!

Pulled Pork &
Hot Dogs

Zero sum is defined as "of, relating to, or being in a situation (such as a game or relationship) in which a
gain for one side entails a corresponding loss for the other." Sometimes this phrase is used in economic
situations to suggest that there is only so much money, food, or resources to go around. The idea is that
when it is all distributed there will be no more for those who weren't in the right place at the time of distribution. In other words, there is only so much to go around and there are simply winners and losers in the
game of life. Grab what you can in the game of life because if you don't someone else will and you will go
without.
When Jesus fed the 5,000 the disciples were mystified. Philip looked at the crowd and said, 'Six months'
wages would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little.' Then Andrew, another of the disciples,
told Jesus that there was a boy there who had five loaves and two fish. But even he doubted and said, 'But
what are they among so many people?'
As we all know Jesus fed the entire crowd. Likely it was significantly more than 5,000 people because the
count didn't include the women and children. However Jesus managed this miracle we know that something
powerful happened. Somehow everyone present ate and was satisfied. There were even baskets of leftovers!
Jesus doesn't play zero sum games. In God's economy there is enough for all. I think this is an applicable
truth for our lives. We don't need to fear that we will run out. There is enough for us and for our neighbor.
When you start to feel the anxiety that "there won't be enough" pause to breathe deeply and remember
that Jesus knows our needs and will supply us with all that we need.
Matthew 6:30 - 34 But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is
thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you-- you of little faith? 31 Therefore do not worry,
saying, 'What will we eat?' or 'What will we drink?' or 'What will we wear?' 32 For it is the Gentiles who
strive for all these things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. 33 But
strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.
34 "So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. Today's trouble is enough
for today.

Thank You from World Mission
Prayer League

Thank You from Goodhue County
Habitat for Humanity

Dear Vasa Lutheran Church,

Dear Vasa Lutheran Church,

Thank you for your prayers and gift of $375 to
Radio TV Caranavi. Your financial contribution
helps advance the King’s work as your
missionaries bring the Gospel to those least likely
to have heard, believed, or benefitted from its
saving and transforming power. Our monthly
newsletter is a quality mission and prayer resource
which brings you the latest news on your 100
missionaries in 20 countries. Write
mobilize@wmpl.org or phone 612-871-6843 to
request a free subscription. We’ll be happy to send
it via postal mail, e-mail, or both.

At the end of our 2019 Build Season, Goodhue
County Habitat for Humanity will have partnered with
41 families, comprised of 60 adults and 84 children.
This is 144 people who now have a simple, safe and
stable environment to call home.
These are families who cannot afford a conventional
mortgage and your donation of $837.00 goes to help
these families establish a place to call home. Thank
you for your help. Our families are hardworking
people who pay a mortgage after putting in hundreds
of hours of “sweat equity.” This proven methodology
has led to 26 years of building Homes, Hope and
Community, and we could not accomplish this
without you.
This year we are spreading out to the outer
communities of the county in Cannon Falls and Lake
City, in addition to our current work in Red Wing.
Once again, thank you for your support, and please
consider keeping us on your list of favorite
organizations to donate to and volunteer with. You
help make it all possible!
Sincerely, John Parkes, Executive Director

SUNDAY SCHOOL TO START SOON
This year the Church School Bible Curriculum will be “Friends and Heroes”. Each week there will be a
video which has characters who travel in Biblical times and talk with or tell stories of various Bible friends
and heroes. For example, the first week the story of Daniel and the Lion’s Den will be told through the eyes
of the characters in the video. The learning objective for this lesson is to deepen the children’s understanding
of Daniel’s courage and faithfulness, and God’s loyalty to true believers. The lesson each week has an
underlying theme, including to teach the children the importance of standing up for what is right, to
understand the importance of helping others who are in need, to understand that God gives us each
individual talents and gifts, and to know that God will always help them. There will be a short video each
week, and then there will also be discussion and some type of activity to reinforce the lesson. We are excited
about this curriculum and hope that the children will enjoy this learning experience.
Sunday School on Sundays will start on Sunday, September 8 and will again take place during the church
service. On Wednesdays, class will be from 5:15-5:45 pm starting on Wed, Sept. 18.. Both days have the
children from age 3-2nd grade in one
classroom, and grades 3-6 in another
classroom. Teachers are needed for both
Sundays and Wednesdays. If you can
help, please contact Geri Lindholm.

Sunday, August 11 in Cannon Falls

HYMNS ON TAP/GOOD SAM JAM
4:00 - 6:00 pm at Tillion Brewery
Three local pastors, Cindy and Nick Fisher-Broin,
from Spring Garden Lutheran Church, and Drew
Yackel, from Urland Lutheran Church, invite you to
join them for an afternoon of Hymns on Tap.
These sing-alongs have brought out good crowds
and great voices before. Join them for a fun
afternoon with neighbors and friends.

6:30 pm at First Congregational
United Church of Christ
Singer and songwriter Brother Timothy
(Timothy Frantzich) will perform solo and
then be joined by his wife Carrie and their
two daughters, Esther and Svea, singing
everything from Neil Young to John Prine,
original songs and even an old hymns, all in
three part harmony. There is nothing quite
like family harmony!
A free will donation of $10-20 is suggested to
meet expenses for this Good Sam Jam and
benefit the CCIC (Community Churches Interaction Council) Good
Samaritan Fund, supporting Cannon Falls residents in need of emergency
funds to meet expenses beyond their immediate abilities.
Root beer floats will be served following the concert.

Service of the Word,
9 am
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11:30 am
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11:30 am

Service of the Word,
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Office Hours, 9-1
Wednesday Evening
Worship, 6:15 pm

Office Hours, 9-1
Wednesday Evening
Worship, 6:15 pm

Wednesday

Office Hours, 9-1

Office Hours, 9-1

1

15

8

29

22

Office Hours 9-1
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Pastor: Maureen Hagen
Cell: 507-251-5270
Office: 651-258-4327
Email: pastormaureen@sleepyeyetel.net
Email: vasalutheran@sleepyeyetel.net
Web: www.vasalutheran.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/Vasa-Lutheran-Church

VASA LUTHERAN CHURCH
15235 NORELIUS ROAD (In Vasa)
WELCH, MN 55089

Historic Vasa Lutheran Church Built in 1869
Vasa Drawing by B-J Norman

Worship Schedule
9:00 am Sundays
Christian Education–will resume in September

Faith Life Night children’s classes–will resume in
September
Wednesday Night Worship
6:15 pm Wednesdays
Vasa Lutheran Center
Confirmation–will resume in September
7pm Wednesdays
Vasa Lutheran Center
Pastor Maureen Hagen
pastormaureen@sleepyeyetel.net
(Cell) 507-251-5270
Church Office 651-258-4327
Office Email: vasalutheran@sleepyeyetel.net
Website: vasalutheran.org
Church Staff
Kathy Tilderquist, Treasurer
Melissa McCann, Custodian
Austin Ferguson, Worship Accompanist
Gail Strusz-Klein, Wedding Coordinator
Paul & Jay Mikaelsen, Missionaries in LaPaz, Bolivia
pmikaelsen@gmail.com
web site: www.caranavi.net/rtc.htm

Vasa Mission Statement
We the Vasa congregation, called by
God, commit to:
Worshipping together,
Growing in faith,
Serving others, and
Welcoming and loving all!

