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The Covid-19 year

ANNOUNCING THE DAY
In today’s readings the risen Christ ascends into heaven and his followers are
assured that the Spirit will empower them to be witnesses throughout the earth. Just
as the disciples left the mountain, we too are called to move into the world and share
the good news of God's love. May the Spirit enliven our faith and invigorate our
mission.
OPENING WORDS
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are raised with him to new life.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks.
We give you thanks, O God,
for in the beginning you created us in your image
and planted us in a well-watered garden.
In the desert you promised pools of water for the parched,
and you gave us water from the rock.
When we did not know the way,
you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters.
At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’ wounded side,
and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life.
We praise you for your salvation through water,
for the water in this font,
and for all water everywhere.
Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love.
Satisfy the thirsty, and give us the life only you can give.
To you be given honor and praise
through Jesus Christ our Lord
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.
MUSICAL INTERLUDE
GREETING: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY: Almighty God, your blessed Son, our Savior Jesus Christ,
ascended far above all heavens that he might fill all things. Mercifully give us faith to
trust that, as he promised, he abides with us on earth to the end of time. For he is
the one who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
SCRIPTURE READINGS
Psalm 47
Clap your hands, all you peoples;
shout to God with loud songs of joy.
For the LORD, the Most High, is awesome,
a great king over all the earth.
He subdued peoples under us,
and nations under our feet.
He chose our heritage for us,
the pride of Jacob whom he loves.
God has gone up with a shout,
the LORD with the sound of a trumpet.
Sing praises to God, sing praises;
sing praises to our King, sing praises.
For God is the king of all the earth;
sing praises with a psalm.
God is king over the nations;
God sits on his holy throne.
The princes of the peoples gather as the people of the God of Abraham.
For the shields of the earth belong to God;
he is highly exalted.
2 Kings 2:1-11 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a
whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha,
"Stay here; for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel." But Elisha said, "As the
LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you." So they went down to
Bethel. 3 The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, and said
to him, "Do you know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?"
And he said, "Yes, I know; keep silent." 4 Elijah said to him, "Elisha, stay here; for
the LORD has sent me to Jericho." But he said, "As the LORD lives, and as you
yourself live, I will not leave you." So they came to Jericho. 5 The company of
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to him, "Do you know
that today the LORD will take your master away from you?" And he answered, "Yes,
I know; be silent." 6 Then Elijah said to him, "Stay here; for the LORD has sent me
to the Jordan." But he said, "As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not
leave you." So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of the company of prophets
also went, and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing by the
Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the

water was parted to the one side and to the other, until the two of them crossed on
dry ground. 9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, "Tell me what I may do
for you, before I am taken from you." Elisha said, "Please let me inherit a double
share of your spirit." 10 He responded, "You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you
see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not." 11
As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated
the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven.
Luke 24:44-53
Then [Jesus] said to them, "These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still
with you-- that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and
the psalms must be fulfilled." 45 Then he opened their minds to understand the
scriptures, 46 and he said to them, "Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer
and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and that repentance and forgiveness
of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48
You are witnesses of these things. 49 And see, I am sending upon you what my
Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power
from on high." 50 Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands,
he blessed them. 51 While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was
carried up into heaven. 52 And they worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with
great joy; 53 and they were continually in the temple blessing God.
MUSICAL INTERLUDE
SERMON
MUSICAL INTERLUDE
PROFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CONGREGATION
Each petition will end with the words: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Give us the courage to follow in the foot steps of Christ, who taught us to pray,
saying...
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
MUSICAL INTERLUDE
ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING
May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead
raise you to new life,
fill you with hope,
and turn your mourning into dancing.
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
Amen.
DISMISSAL
Christ is risen, just as he said.
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
Kerry Sorenson, Scott Sorenson, Linda Thompson, Max Tilderquist,
David Broin, Jessie Otto.

Parish Pulse: May 17
Participating in Spirit: ALL
Total Offerings: $1,775.00

A Memorial Day Ceremony is scheduled for Monday,
May 25 at Vasa Lutheran Church
10:00 AM

A huge THANK YOU to everyone who
came out to weed-whip and trim the
Vasa Cemetery grounds! Everything
looks wonderful!!

