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OPENING ANNOUNCEMENTS

2 Cor 4:1-18 – Treasure in Clay Jars

CALL TO WORSHIP
L: We do not proclaim ourselves
C: We proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord
and ourselves as servants for Jesus' sake.
L: For God has shone in our hearts
C: to give knowledge of the glory of God.
L: Sisters and brothers, praise the Lord!
C: The Lord's name be praised!
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism,
as the pastor begins with these words.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting,
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. Amen.
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.
Reconciling God,
we confess that we do not trust your abundance,
and we deny your presence in our lives.
We place our hope in ourselves
and rely on our own efforts.
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all.
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit.
We fear difference and do not welcome others
as you have welcomed us.
We sin in thought, word, and deed.
By your grace, forgive us;

through your love, renew us;
and in your Spirit, lead us;
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen.
Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy
we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus,
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace.
Our sins are forgiven. Let us live now in hope.
For hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
MUSICAL INTERLUDE

CHRIST, BE OUR LIGHT
Verses 1 through 3
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GREETING: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY: O God, the strength of those who hope in you: Be
present and hear our prayers; and, because in the weakness of our mortal
nature we can do nothing good without you, give us the help of your grace
so that in keeping your commandments we may please you in will and deed;
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
SCRIPTURE READINGS
2 Corinthians 4:1-18 Therefore, since it is by God's mercy that we are engaged in
this ministry, we do not lose heart. 2 We have renounced the shameful things that
one hides; we refuse to practice cunning or to falsify God's word; but by the open
statement of the truth we commend ourselves to the conscience of everyone in the
sight of God. 3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are
perishing. 4 In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the
unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ,
who is the image of God. 5 For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus
Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus' sake. 6 For it is the God who
said, "Let light shine out of darkness," who has shone in our hearts to give the light
of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 7 But we have this
treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this extraordinary power
belongs to God and does not come from us. 8 We are afflicted in every way, but not
crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; 9 persecuted, but not forsaken;
struck down, but not destroyed; 10 always carrying in the body the death of Jesus,
so that the life of Jesus may also be made visible in our bodies. 11 For while we live,
we are always being given up to death for Jesus' sake, so that the life of Jesus may
be made visible in our mortal flesh. 12 So death is at work in us, but life in you. 13
But just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with scripture-- "I
believed, and so I spoke"-- we also believe, and so we speak, 14 because we know

that the one who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus, and will bring us
with you into his presence. 15 Yes, everything is for your sake, so that grace, as it
extends to more and more people, may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God.
16 So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner
nature is being renewed day by day. 17 For this slight momentary affliction is
preparing us for an eternal weight of glory beyond all measure, 18 because we look
not at what can be seen but at what cannot be seen; for what can be seen is
temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal.
Matthew 5:13-16 "You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how
can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and
trampled under foot. "You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be
hid. No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the
lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine
before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in
heaven.
MUSICAL INTERLUDE

THIS LITTLE LIGHT OF MINE
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MEDITATION

Kintsugi-the Japanese art of putting broken pieces of pottery back together with gold.
MUSICAL INTERLUDE

CRADLING CHILDREN IN HIS ARM

ELW 444

SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM
God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through
the sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and
death and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in
the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's
mission for the life of the world.
Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have
Gracie James Featherstone baptized into Christ?

Response: I do.
As you bring Gracie to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with
responsibilities:
to live with her among God's faithful people,
bring her to the word of God and the holy supper,
teach her the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments,
place in her hands the holy scriptures,
and nurture her in faith and prayer,
so that she may learn to trust God,
proclaim Christ through word and deed,
care for others and the world God made,
and work for justice and peace.
Do you promise to help Gracie grow in the Christian faith and life?
Response: I do.
Sponsors: Do you promise to nurture Gracie in the Christian faith as you are
empowered by God's Spirit, and help her live in the covenant of baptism and in
communion with the church?
Response: I do.
People of God, do you promise to support Gracie and pray for her in her new life in
Christ? We do.
PROFESSION OF FAITH
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the
church.
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
Response: I renounce them.
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
Response: I renounce them.
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
Response: I renounce them.
Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Pastor: We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the
waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took
delight. Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and
through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river
your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of
Jesus' death and resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death and
raise us up to live in you.
Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed
in the waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise
through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.
Gracie James is baptized in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit. Amen.
Let us pray.
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your
sons and daughters new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life.
Sustain Gracie with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear
of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.
Amen.
Gracie James, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with
the cross of Christ forever. Amen.
Let your light so shine before others
that they may see your good works
and glorify your Father in heaven.
Let us welcome the newly baptized.
We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share:
join us in giving thanks and praise to God
and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all the world.
MUSICAL INTERLUDE

I'M GOING ON A JOURNEY
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PRAYERS OF THE CONGREGATION
Each petition will end with the words: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

GENEROSITY MOMENT
Offering plates will not be passed, but are sitting near the doors as you leave.
CONSECRATION OF COMMUNION ELEMENTS: We will remain in the pews for
communion today. Each of you should have picked up a communion portion prior to
worship. After the words of institution you will be invited to open your portion and
serve yourself.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER
Give us the courage to follow in the foot steps of Christ,
who taught us to pray, saying...
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
MUSICAL INTERLUDE

CHRIST, BE OUR LIGHT
Verses 4 and 5
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BLESSING AND PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P: The body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ be with you now and
forever. Amen.
Let us pray (in unison)
God of the welcome table,
in this meal we have feasted on your goodness
and have been united by your presence among us.
Empower us to go forth sustained by these gifts
so that we may share your neighborly love with all,
through Jesus Christ, the giver of abundant life.
Amen.
MUSICAL INTERLUDE

WE ARE CALLED

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers,
nor things present, nor things to come,
nor powers, nor height, nor depth,
nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.
God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ,
and the Holy Spirit, the comforter,
bless you and keep you in eternal love. Amen.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you. Thanks be to God.
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Scott Sorenson, Linda Thompson, Max Tilderquist, David Broin, Jessie
Otto

Parish Pulse:
Assisting with Worship today:
Reader: BJ Norman

July 26
Participating in Worship: 19
Total Offerings: $10,320.69

We will resume Tuesday morning coffee on August 4th at 9:30
a.m. Guys will meet in the gym and gals will meet in the Fellowship
Room. Both spaces now have air conditioning!
We will resume Wednesday evening worship on August
5th at 6:30 p.m. Worship with communion will be a part of
our service.
The next blood drive at Vasa will be held on August 6
from 1-7 pm. There are plenty of spots still available if you
are able to donate. For more information or if you have
donated previously, contact Kathy Tilderquist. OR, feel free to sign up
at redcrossblood.org.

