Vasa Lutheran Church

Kingdom Divideds
Pastor Maureen Hagen Accompanist: Anne Anderson
October 29, 2023

ANNOUNCING THE DAY

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be God, the one who forms us,
*+ Jesus who bears the cross,

the Spirit who makes our joy complete.
Amen.

Let us bow before God in humility,
confessing our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Steadfast and faithful God,

you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow you.
We are overwhelmed by the world’s violence and suffering.
We are afraid to risk what we have for the sake of others.
For the harm we have caused,

known and unknown, forgive us.

For the unjust demands we place on others

and your creation, forgive us.

For the ways we turn away

from you and our neighbor, forgive us.

Lead us back to you and set us on the right path;

in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.

Beloved in Christ,

God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding.
God’s compassion is beyond compare.

In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us.
In + Christ, you are already and always forgiven.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN: BLESSING AND HONOR ELW 854

GREETING

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: and also with you.
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HYMN OF PRAISE: We will sing ELW #167

Now the Feast and Celebration
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PRAYER OF THE DAY: Mighty God, your servant Rehoboam divided your
kingdom with his tyranny, yet you remained faithful to both kingdoms, even
in the midst of conflict. Show us your presence in conflict, and help us to
resolve our differences, uniting this world in your name. We pray in the
name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

SCRIPTURE READINGS:

1 Kings 12:1-17 Rehoboam went to Shechem, for all Israel had come to Shechem
to make him king. 2 When Jeroboam son of Nebat heard of it (for he was still in
Egypt, where he had fled from King Solomon), then Jeroboam returned from Egypt.
3 And they sent and called him; and Jeroboam and all the assembly of Israel came
and said to Rehoboam, 4 "Your father made our yoke heavy. Now therefore lighten
the hard service of your father and his heavy yoke that he placed on us, and we will
serve you." 5 He said to them, "Go away for three days, then come again to me."
So the people went away. 6 Then King Rehoboam took counsel with the older men
who had attended his father Solomon while he was still alive, saying, "How do you
advise me to answer this people?" 7 They answered him, "If you will be a servant to
this people today and serve them, and speak good words to them when you answer
them, then they will be your servants forever." 8 But he disregarded the advice that
the older men gave him, and consulted with the young men who had grown up with
him and now attended him. 9 He said to them, "What do you advise that we answer
this people who have said to me, 'Lighten the yoke that your father put on us'?" 10
The young men who had grown up with him said to him, "Thus you should say to this
people who spoke to you, 'Your father made our yoke heavy, but you must lighten it
for us'; thus you should say to them, 'My little finger is thicker than my father's loins.
11 Now, whereas my father laid on you a heavy yoke, I will add to your yoke. My
father disciplined you with whips, but I will discipline you with scorpions." 12 So
Jeroboam and all the people came to Rehoboam the third day, as the king had said,
"Come to me again the third day." 13 The king answered the people harshly. He
disregarded the advice that the older men had given him 14 and spoke to them
according to the advice of the young men, "My father made your yoke heavy, but I
will add to your yoke; my father disciplined you with whips, but I will discipline you
with scorpions.” 15 So the king did not listen to the people, because it was a turn of
affairs brought about by the LORD that he might fulfill his word, which the LORD had
spoken by Ahijah the Shilonite to Jeroboam son of Nebat. 16 When all Israel saw
that the king would not listen to them, the people answered the king, "What share
do we have in David? We have no inheritance in the son of Jesse. To your tents, O
Israel! Look now to your own house, O David." So Israel went away to their tents.
17 But Rehoboam reigned over the Israelites who were living in the towns of Judah.

1 Kings 12:25-29 Then Jeroboam built Shechem in the hill country of Ephraim,
and resided there; he went out from there and built Penuel. 26 Then Jeroboam said
to himself, "Now the kingdom may well revert to the house of David. 27 If this
people continues to go up to offer sacrifices in the house of the LORD at Jerusalem,



the heart of this people will turn again to their master, King Rehoboam of Judah;
they will kill me and return to King Rehoboam of Judah." 28 So the king took
counsel, and made two calves of gold. He said to the people, "You have gone up to
Jerusalem long enough. Here are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the
land of Egypt." 29 He set one in Bethel, and the other he put in Dan.

L: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

HYMN JESUS CALLS US; O'ER THE TUMULT ELW 696
We will sing verses 1 and 3-5.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY MY FAITH LOOKS UP TO THEE ELW 759

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS

Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for Diane, one with us in the
body of Christ, whom we welcome as a hew member into the life and ministry of this
congregation.

Apostles’ Creed
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



Address and Questions

In baptism, we are welcomed into the body of Christ and sent to share in the mission
of God. We are called to live among God'’s faithful people, to hear the word of God
and share in the Lord’s supper, to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through
word and deed, to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, and to strive for
justice and peace in all the earth.

Diane, a Sister in Christ,

do you intend to continue in the covenant of your baptism
among God’s people in this place?

Those being welcomed respond.

I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.

The minister addresses the assembly.

People of God,

do you promise to support and pray for Diane in her life in Christ?
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.

Welcome

We rejoice with you in the life of baptism.
Together we will give thanks and praise to God
and proclaim the good news to all the world.

PRAYERS OF THE CONGREGATION: Each petition will end with the words: Lord, in
your mercy. Please respond with: hear our prayer.

GENEROSITY MOMENT

HOLY COMMUNION
Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father:
Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign.
You have filled all creation with light and life;
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age:
the promise to Israel,

the rescue from Egypt,

the gift of the promised land,

the words of the prophets;

and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son,

who proclaimed the good news in word and deed

and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;



broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup

we remember the life our Lord offered for us.

And, believing the witness of his resurrection,
we await his coming in power

to share with us the great and promised feast.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit,

that we who share in Christ’s body and blood

may live to the praise of your glory

and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light.
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

Join our prayers with those of your servants

of every time and every place,

and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest
until he comes as victorious Lord of all.

Through him, with him, in him,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father,

now and forever.

Amen.

THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,



as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

We will receive communion by intinction. All are welcome at the Lord's table. You
don't need to be a member of Vasa, nor do you need to be a Lutheran to receive the
body and blood of Christ today. Gluten free portions and non-alcoholic wine are
available for those who have dietary restrictions. Children are welcome to come
forward and will receive a blessing.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER: Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted
on your Word, Christ Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts. Strengthened
by this food, send us to gather the world to your banquet, where none are
left out and all are satisfied. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

SENDING HYMN A MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR GOD ELW 504
ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING & Y(\}n
L: The God of glory, o (1) ‘e
*+ Jesus Christ, name above all names, NS RN
'VGEs‘\\'\

and the Spirit who lives in you,

bless you now and forever. Eileen Anderson, Irene

C: Amen. Carpenter, Paul Mikaelsen, Jay
Mikaelsen, Scott Sorenson,

DISMISSAL Max Tilderquist, Anne

L: Go in peace. God is at work in you. Rathman, Wendy Anderson,

C: Thanks be to God. and Wally Gardiner.

Parish Pulse:
October 22, 2023
Participating in Worship: 41
+8 live-streams
Total Offerings:
$4,975.00

Today we welcome Diane
Kennington to the Vasa
Congregation. Diane is the
aunt of Katie Lindahl.



Worship Assistants Today:

Usher: Bruce Tilderquist
Reader: Marcia Featherstone
Comm. Asst: Geri Lindholm
Hospitality: Marcia Featherstone

Worship Assistants Next Week
(November 5, 2023)

Usher:

Reader: Barry Skog
Hospitality: Lora Gruber
Comm. Asst:

HUNGRY

Music for Sunday, October 29, 2023

Blessing and Honor
Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol
Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by
permission.
Kyrie
Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason
Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Now The Feast and Celebration
Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason
Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Jesus Calls Us O’er The Tumult
Text © 1970 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL
60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
My Faith Looks Up to Thee
Text © 1983 Gracia Grindal, Selah Publishing Co., Inc., agent.
www.selahpub.com
Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress
A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
Text © 1983 Concordia Publishing House
Outside USA: Arr. from The English Hymnal, © Oxford
University Press 1906

Reprinted/Streamed with Permission under
ONE LICENSE #A-740635
All rights reserved

Starting today, Vasa will be
collecting non- perishable items
for the local food shelves. This
drive will continue through
November 19. If you would prefer
to make a financial contribution,
all donations will be matched,
dollar for dollar.

UPCOMING EVENTS

e Vasa Bazaar - November
4, 9-3, LC

¢ Women'’s Bible Study -
November 1, 9:30-11, LC

¢ Feed My Starving
Children - Nov 11. Sign
up online for a shift if you
can! Look for Cannon Falls
Mobile Pack.

e Christ Episcopal Church
Red Wing - November 11
9am-2pm Bake
Sale/Bazaar

¢ Confirmation - Nov. 12
9AM worship. Vasa will
confirm five 9t graders.
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Wednesday, November 8th

5:30—7:OOpm
Vasa LL.utheran Center

Light Meal - Pizza
Hay Ride & Crafts
Short Devotional

All Are Welcomed




We, the Vasa Congregation,
Called by God, commit to:
Worshipping together,
Growing in Faithe,
Serving others, and
Welcoming and loving all!



