
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCING THE DAY with help from the children! 
 

GATHERING HYMN  WE ARE BAPTIZED IN CHRIST JESUS      ELW 451 
 

BAPTISM OF Wade David Johnson 
 

Pastor: God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope 

through the sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin 

and death and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the 

baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and 

joined in God's mission for the life of the world. 
 

Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have 

your son Wade baptized into Christ? If so say, "I do." 

Response: I do. 
 

As you bring Wade to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with 

responsibilities: to live with him among God's faithful people, bring him to the word 

of God and the holy supper, teach him the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten 

Commandments, place in his hands the holy scriptures, and nurture him in faith and 

prayer, so that he may learn to trust God, proclaim Christ through word and deed, 

care for others and the world God made, and work for justice and peace. 
 

Do you promise to help Wade grow in the Christian faith and life? 

Blake and Sydney respond: I do. 
 

Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Wade in the Christian faith as you are 

empowered by God's Spirit, and to help him live in the covenant of baptism and in 

communion with the church? 

Sponsors respond: I do. 
 

Pastor: People of God, do you promise to support Wade and pray for him in his new 

life in Christ? We do. 
 

PROFESSION OF FAITH: I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, 

and confess the faith of the church. 
 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?  

If so answer, "I renounce them." 

Response: I renounce them. 
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Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 

If so answer, "I renounce them." 

Response: I renounce them. 
 

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

If so answer, "I renounce them." 

Response: I renounce them. 
 

Do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again;  

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT 

Pastor: We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the 

waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took 

delight. Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and 

through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river 

your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of 

Jesus' death and resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death and 

raise us up to live in you. 
 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed 

in the waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

 



BAPTISM 

Wade David Johnson is baptized in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Let us pray. 

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your 

daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life. 

Sustain Wade with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and 

understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear 

of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. Amen. 
 

Wade David Johnson, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and 

marked with the cross of Christ forever. Amen. 
 

WELCOME 

Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works  

and glorify your Father in heaven. 
 

Let us welcome the newly baptized. 

We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: 

join us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and 

redeeming word to all the world. 
 

SUNG RESPONSE:   I’M GOING ON A JOURNEY  ELW 446 
 

GREETING  

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.  

C: and also with you.  
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY: God of promise, Abraham scoffed and Sarah laughed 

when they were told of your plans for them and their family. Yet you 

remained faithful to your promise, and gave them a son, Isaac. Help us to 

trust in your promises for our lives, and to live according to your will, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS: Genesis 18:1-15  The LORD appeared to Abraham by 

the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of his tent in the heat of the day.  2 He 

looked up and saw three men standing near him. When he saw them, he ran from 

the tent entrance to meet them, and bowed down to the ground.  3 He said, "My 

lord, if I find favor with you, do not pass by your servant.  4 Let a little water be 

brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree.  5 Let me bring a 

little bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass on-- since 

you have come to your servant." So they said, "Do as you have said."  6 And 

Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah, and said, "Make ready quickly three 

measures of choice flour, knead it, and make cakes."  7 Abraham ran to the herd, 

and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to the servant, who hastened to 



prepare it.  8 Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared, and set 

it before them; and he stood by them under the tree while they ate.  9 They said to 

him, "Where is your wife Sarah?" And he said, "There, in the tent."  10 Then one 

said, "I will surely return to you in due season, and your wife Sarah shall have a 

son." And Sarah was listening at the tent entrance behind him.  11 Now Abraham 

and Sarah were old, advanced in age; it had ceased to be with Sarah after the 

manner of women.  12 So Sarah laughed to herself, saying, "After I have grown old, 

and my husband is old, shall I have pleasure?"  13 The LORD said to Abraham, "Why 

did Sarah laugh, and say, 'Shall I indeed bear a child, now that I am old?'  14 Is 

anything too wonderful for the LORD? At the set time I will return to you, in due 

season, and Sarah shall have a son."  15 But Sarah denied, saying, "I did not laugh"; 

for she was afraid. He said, "Oh yes, you did laugh."  
 

Genesis 21:1-7  The LORD dealt with Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did for 

Sarah as he had promised.  2 Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old 

age, at the time of which God had spoken to him.  3 Abraham gave the name Isaac 

to his son whom Sarah bore him.  4 And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he 

was eight days old, as God had commanded him.  5 Abraham was a hundred years 

old when his son Isaac was born to him.  6 Now Sarah said, "God has brought 

laughter for me; everyone who hears will laugh with me."  7 And she said, "Who 

would ever have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have borne 

him a son in his old age." 
 

L: Word of God, word of life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON 
 

HYMN:  WE COME TO THE HUNGRY FEAST  ELW 479 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CONGREGATION: Each petition will end with the words: Lord, in 

your mercy. Please respond with: hear our prayer. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be God, the one who forms us, ☩ Jesus who bears the cross, 

the Spirit who makes our joy complete. Amen. 
 

Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Steadfast and faithful God, 

you have revealed the ways of justice,  

yet we fail to follow you. 

We are overwhelmed by the world’s violence and suffering. 

We are afraid to risk what we have for the sake of others. 

For the harm we have caused, known and unknown, forgive us. 



For the unjust demands we place on others 

and your creation, forgive us. 

For the ways we turn away 

from you and our neighbor, forgive us. 

Lead us back to you and set us on the right path; 

in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 

Beloved in Christ, 

God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding. 

God’s compassion is beyond compare. 

In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us. 

In ☩ Christ, you are already and always forgiven. 

Amen. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: 

Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign. 

You have filled all creation with light and life; 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 

We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age: 

the promise to Israel, 

the rescue from Egypt, 

the gift of the promised land, 

the words of the prophets; 

and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son, 

who proclaimed the good news in word and deed 

and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
 



Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup 

we remember the life our Lord offered for us. 

And, believing the witness of his resurrection, 

we await his coming in power 

to share with us the great and promised feast. 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, 

that we who share in Christ’s body and blood 

may live to the praise of your glory 

and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light. 

Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

Join our prayers with those of your servants 

of every time and every place, 

and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest 

until he comes as victorious Lord of all. 

Through him, with him, in him, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 

We will receive communion by intinction. All are welcome at the Lord's table. You 

don't need to be a member of Vasa, nor do you need to be a Lutheran to receive the 

body and blood of Christ today. Gluten free portions and non-alcoholic wine are 

available for those who have dietary restrictions. Children are welcome to come 

forward and will receive a blessing. 
 

 

 



POST COMMUNION PRAYER: Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted 

on your Word, Christ Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts. Strengthened 

by this food, send us to gather the world to your banquet, where none are 

left out and all are satisfied. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.  
 

SENDING HYMN      GO MY CHILDREN WITH MY BLESSING      ELW 543 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

BLESSING 

L: The God of glory, 

☩ Jesus Christ, name above all names, 

and the Spirit who lives in you, 

bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

DISMISSAL 

L: Go in peace. God is at work in you. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parish Pulse: 

Sept. 10, 2023 

Participating in Worship: 

67 

+12 live-streams 

Total Offerings:  

$2,796.00 

   

   

   

   

   

   

 

Eileen Anderson, 

Irene Carpenter, Paul 

Mikaelsen, Jay Mikaelsen, 

Scott Sorenson, Max 

Tilderquist, Rodney Nelson, 

and Anne Rathman. 

 

Music for Sunday, September 10, 2023 
We Are Baptized in Christ Jesus 

Text and music © 1985 John Ylvisaker 
We Come to the Hungry Feast 

Text and music © 1982 Ray Makeever, admin. 
Augsburg Fortress 

Reprinted/Streamed with Permission 
under 

ONE LICENSE #A-740635 
All rights reserved 

 

Worship Assistants Today: 

 

Usher:  Duane Hanson 

Reader:  Jim Hedeen 

Hospitality: Sue Hedeen 

Comm.  Asst: Geri Lindholm  

 

Worship Assistants Next 

Week (Sept. 24, 2023) 

 

Usher:  Bruce Tilderquist  

Reader:   Kathy Tilderquist 

Hospitality: Audrey Rosener 

Comm. Asst:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Comm.  Asst:  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We, the Vasa Congregation, 

Called by God, commit to: 

Worshipping together,  

Growing in Faith, 

Serving Others, and 

Welcoming and loving all! 

Community Suicide Prevention Training 

 

Goodhue County has identified mental health as the primary public 

health concern affecting our area over the past five years. What do 

you do if you or someone you love struggles with mental health 

manifesting in suicidal ideation? Come to a free Suicide Prevention 

Training on September 24th from 6pm-8pm at the Goodhue School 

(Gym #1) and learn best practices in preventing suicide. Childcare 

is provided. This training is a collaborative project developed by St. 

Luke’s Lutheran Church, St. John’s Lutheran Church and Preschool, 

Holy Trinity Catholic Church, Goodhue Community Health 

Awareness Coalition, Southeast Crisis Response, Goodhue County 

Public Health, and NAMI SE MN.  


